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MPTA EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE ELECTIONS AND PARTY!!!

MPTA Exec Committee elections will take place at the end of the Feb. 11 meeting.  All current executive committee members will re up for another year.  We will add another Vice President and Asst. Treasurer to the board to expand it for a total of 8 positions. Eligibility requirements to vote in elections, recall of an officer or constitutional amendments:  you must have attended 3 meetings in the past year.  Therefore, members must show their membership card with three stamps on the back.  If you lost your card, you will not be permitted to vote.  As a reminder, for all other MPTA issues there are no requirements.
JOIN THE MPTA--Membership has its privileges!

Be prepared to join the MPTA at the Feb. 11 meeting.  We will be able to take your membership dues and give you your card immediately.  Door prize raffle and refreshments will be served.  Delivering hundreds of MPTA membership cards and recording resident information has become quite a job.  One we welcome of course.  We are proud of our huge membership but we regret that some folks don’t get their card in a timely fashion.  In order to try and alleviate that problem and to give you one-stop-shopping, bring your checkbook, cash or money order along with the membership envelope that came with this newsletter to the Feb. 11 meeting.  Regular membership is $10 per person while seniors (65 and over) can join for $5 per person.  Your membership card is not only used to keep track of MPTA meetings attended to prove voting eligibility but also for discounts on Block Sale tables and more!  We are considering offering other discounts or door prizes to those who show the MPTA membership card. And hey, joining the MPTA is just the right thing to do.  If you cannot afford a membership let us know and we will work with you.  Join early! Though we are glad to enroll anyone at any time, memberships expire at the end of the year.  It makes more sense to get the most membership time for your money.  
484 BUILDING PRACTICE ROOMS – NEW RESERVATION PROCEDURE
The reservation and arrival procedure for the 484 Bldg. Practice Rooms has been revamped.  Both reservation and arrival sign in info will be on one page beginning in March.  We have also updated the guidelines.  The act of putting your name on reservation/arrival sheets to use the rooms is your acknowledgement that you have read, understand and agree to follow all the rules in the guidelines.  Before you sign up to use the rooms please read the new guidelines.  
484 BLDG. PRACTICE ROOM “A” GETS NEW DRUMS

We recently purchased new drums for the “A” room and they’re getting rave reviews from residents. Our goal is to purchase the same for the “B” Room.  Your donations will make this a reality. Help us avoid charging a fee by donating what you can especially when you use the rooms for a group rehearsal.  Users have made it clear that they would rather continue to donate voluntarily as opposed to having a required fee.  Since donations have increased, the system will remain in place for now.
ZIPCARS COME TO MP

Zipcars is a rental/shared car membership program which allows participants to rent cars by the hour.  Zipcars have designated pick up and drop off sites all around the city.  Manhattan Plaza Management has informed the MPTA that the MP Parking Garage will be a Zipcar location (for 5 cars) beginning in March.  Thank you to Richard Hunnings for obtaining this convenience for residents. Many living at MP use Zipcars frequently.  Being able to pick up and drop off the car right here in the building is a huge time saver.  If you are interested in learning more please be aware that Manhattan Plaza is simply a pick up/drop off location and is not involved in memberships.  The Operations office and parking garage will not be able to answer your questions about the program.  For complete details about Zipcars you must go to www.zipcar.com.
MANHATTAN PLAZA DOCUMENTARY

Producers of the Manhattan Plaza documentary (entitled “The Miracle on 42nd Street”) have begun their fund raising campaign.  They have also completed several interviews of former residents.  Interviews of our current residents will take place later this year once they have raised more funds.  The production company is a non-profit (501-C3 tax deductible) organization.  Soon you will receive their fund raising letter under your door outlining this wonderful and beneficial project.   Though the producers will reach out to corporations and private individuals, our own residents may want to contribute as well.  The MPTA will host an event in the future to introduce you to the producers (including former and current residents) as they present their vision for the project.  It’s all good.  Keep an eye out for their letter.
CATALOGS CROWDING YOUR MAILBOX?

Tip from a resident:  check out www.catalogchoice.com.  It's a website where you can have your name and address taken off specific unsolicited catalog lists.  It's free, and you can change your mind later should you wish to add back a particular catalog.  At least your mailbox won’t be stuffed with tons of catalogs you didn’t order and don't want. Thanks to Viv for this item.

WHAT’S BEING BUILT ON W. 42ND betw. 10TH & DYER?
President Redanty will give you the most updated information regarding height, size and proportion of the property currently under construction.  You know the site… on W. 42nd between Dyer and 10th Ave…the one producing all the LOUD drilling, banging and truck noise that’s been disturbing our morning sleep. 

Disclaimer:  This is just an update.  Things can change. Nothing is set in stone…except the darn drills!
THE THEATRE DESK is looking for volunteers.  Perks include receiving a call when new tickets are available.  If you love going to the theatre, volunteering at the Theatre Desk is the way to go.  See notice on Theatre Desk Bulletin Board in your lobby for details.
That’s it for now.  See you on February 11 in the Ellington Room.  7:00 pm sharp!
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