(    Manhattan Plaza Tenants Association, Inc.    (
“Making a Great Place to Live Even Better!”

 www.MPTenants.com ( Email MPTenants@yahoo.com (  Phone (212) 330-9285



ELECTIONS FOR MPTA EXEC COMMITTEE
Will take place at the MPTA Meeting
Monday, February 19 

 7:30 p.m. in the Ellington Room
Prez Redanty, VP Nancy Slusser, Secretary Laura Lutterbie, Asst. Secretary Joan Castagnone are all running.  We are pleased that Les Mc Donough is willing to run as an additional VP.  The office of Treasurer is still open.  Please consider running for Treasurer if you have basic computer and email skills and are an organized person.  Time commitment is about an hour each month.  Call 212-330-9285 if you are interested.  We will be filling out the Exec Committee this year so think about being part of the team.  The MPTA has become one of the most influential and effective Tenant Associations in the City of New York.  Let’s keep it strong!!  
JOIN THE MPTA!!

2007 MPTA membership envelopes have been delivered to each door.  HUGE response!!  If you can’t find your envelope a form on the back of this newsletter was added for your convenience.  If you were a member in the past take this opportunity to renew.  Memberships run yearly from January to January.
RE-CERTIFICATION and RETRO (YUK!)
We hate it…it’s a pain…but it’s part of the deal at MP.  Do yourself a favor. Start tracking your income for 2007 now.  MPTA has created a form that can help.  Ask the Operations Office for a copy of the MPTA Retro Buster Form.  It will help you keep track of what you make throughout the year and when to do an Interim Recert.  Keep in mind that you can and are encouraged to do several Interim Re-certifications each year.  Cut to the chase…get your paperwork in on time.  Management has indicated to the MPTA that late filing without submitting a tax extension or a contract for out of town work is not cool and in fact has consequences.  The rules clearly state that paperwork for Retro should be complete and submitted by a certain date.  Why set yourself up for problems later?  Get it in on time and make sure all your information is legible and complete.  Bringing the staff new receipts for deductions over and over again is not acceptable.  Last year MPTA and the MP Policy Committee established a new meal allowance policy which makes retro a heck of a lot easier.  Just thought we’d give you a head’s up.
484 BUILDING PRACTICE ROOMS—UPDATED GUIDELINES

The response from residents has been terrific!!! Things are running smoothly.  Pick up a copy of the updated guidelines on the bulletin board outside of the practice rooms or in the sign in book.  PLEASE NOTE:  IF YOU DO NOT FOLLOW THE GUIDELINES YOUR NAME WILL BE TAKEN OFF THE RESERVATION SHEET.   People who are not interested in being team players have already lost the privilege to utilize these rooms.   The result has been a remarkable change for the better.  This action will continue to be taken when necessary.  

We want to keep upgrading equipment.  So consider this a gentle “reminder” for those who use the rooms for group rehearsals.   Make a donation already!!  Use the envelopes right outside the rooms.  
Come on, guys.  Help us out.
By the way, the MPTA Practice Room Committee would like to establish a special Email list so that they can communicate to users directly.  It will be a great way to get your feedback and suggestions as well. Stay tuned….info on how to sign up will be posted on the bulletin board outside the 484 Bldg. Practice Rooms.
BLOOD DRIVE AT MP ON MARCH 5

There is an emergency blood shortage in the NYC area.  In response to this critical shortage, a blood drive is being organized with the Manhattan Plaza Community for Monday March 5th from 12:30 - 6:00PM.  A mobile bus will be parked on the corner of 43rd and 10th Ave.  Registration will take place in the Minnesota Room (located on the ground floor of the MP Health Club’s W. 43rd St. entrance).  More info is posted on the bulletin board next to the trash area on each floor.  To make an appointment to donate blood or to volunteer please call Debbie at 212-465-7206. One pint of blood can save 4 lives....thanks for making a difference.
CAFÉ LE MADELEINE UPDATE
Unfortunately, they lost their first court appeal.  There will more legal action.  Owner Toney Edwards along with the staff wish to extend their heartfelt appreciation to the MP Community for showing enormous support by signing their petition.  Over 12,000 signatures were gathered from the nabe!!!  Residents have asked what else they can do to help.  For now, support Le Madeleine by patronizing the establishment as their legal bills are mounting.   You can be sure that the entire Hell’s Kitchen community will fight to keep Café Madeleine in their space. Elected officials (Duane, Gottfried, Stringer, Nadler, Quinn, CB4) continue to be involved in the effort.  Keep the faith, Madeleine.
TONY LUKE’S & MR. BIGGS
Popular eatery Tony Luke’s (9th Ave betw. 42nd & 41st St.) has joined forces with Mr. Biggs.  Luke’s was renamed Shorty’s and serves the same great food (Philly cheese steaks, etc.).  Shorty’s now has delivery service which is available nightly til 11:00 pm and the spot has free WiFi.  Check it out. 
WHAT ABOUT THE MPTA BLOCK SALE?
Two years ago our Block Sale & Party was a great success.  MPTA would love to sponsor another one this coming fall.  Here’s the rub…without a committee of at least 15 people it ain’t gonna happen.  Fifteen committed folks who will take on specific duties and work as a team is the only way this event can take place.  The committee will need a Chair and Co-Chair to be effective.  Interested?  Put a note in the MPTA lobby box in your building.  Last year we had 8 responders and hence no block sale.

THAT “Lake” on 42nd (across from MP)
As you can see, the “lake” site has been secured, perimeter cleaned, lighting has been installed on 42nd and the land is well drained.  Much thanks to the offices of Assembly Member Gottfried, Speaker Quinn, Borough Prez Stringer, Congressman Nadler and especially Senator Duane.  Colin Casey (of Sen. Duane’s office) spearheaded productive talks with Related to get the job done. Related (Jeff Brodsky) stepped to the plate and has kept the property clean and dry.  In addition, NY Times reported that Related will begin to build sometime in the fall (yes…it will be tall…) and the project will include theatres.  MPTA will be on the case.

MPTA PREZ MARISA REDANTY will be Senator Tom Duane’s guest on his monthly cable access show “In the Neighborhood.” Subject of the segment is “Clinton/Hell’s Kitchen Activists”.  The show will air on Feb. 23rd at 12:00 noon and Feb. 27th at 7:30 pm on channel 34 (Time Warner) or channel 83 (RCN).

ST. VINCENT’S HOSPITAL…POSSIBLE CLOSING
This issue is being handled by the West Side Neighborhood Alliance (WSNA).  They are doing a great job and for now the St. Vincent’s is still open.  Contact WSNA through Housing Conservation Coordinator’s John Raskin (212) 541-5996 and learn more about this terrific new advocacy group.

PRINT SHOP IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD  

MPTA has used RAPID COPY 366 West 52nd (betw. 8th & 9th Ave) with great results. Low prices and open on Sundays!!!  212-777-3333.
(------------------------------------------------DETACH HERE-------------------------------------------------------------(
(  2007 MPTA MEMBERSHIP (
Please, oh please….print clearly

Name_________________________________      Bldg & Apt#_________   Phone_____________

Email_______________________________
                                                         (CHECK APPROPRIATE BOX)
( Individual Membership ($10)    
  ( Senior Membership ($5)                  Extra contribution:  _______

Cash, check or money order (made out to: Manhattan Plaza Tenants Association or MPTA). 

Place this form in an envelope along with your payment in the MPTA box in your lobby.

**MPTA does not share your personal information with anyone!**
THANKS FOR YOUR SUPPORT!![image: image1][image: image2][image: image3]
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