(    Manhattan Plaza Tenants Association, Inc.    (
“Making a Great Place to Live Even Better!”

 www.MPTenants.com ( Email MPTenants@yahoo.com (  Phone (212) 330-9285



Note that our April meeting is on Tuesday, 4/17  
Door Prizes and refreshments!!  See you there.
Block Party & Sale…To be or not to be?

Find out at the next MPTA meeting on Tuesday, April 17.  Our first order of business will be the Block Sale.  If you indicated that you wish to volunteer for the Block Sale committee, please attend. 
MP Management Announces Informational Meeting RE:  Retro Rent

Where:
Ellington Room

When:

3:00 PM Tuesday, April 17 (for the 400 building)

               
3:00 PM Thursday, April 19 (for the 484 building)
The MPTA is very much in favor of this type of Management meeting.  Residents are encouraged to get solid information directly from the MP Staff about Retro Rent.  We advise you to take notes and bring a list of questions.  Hopefully, Management will hold similar events in the future.  For more information, please read the posting in the MP Management Bulletin Board in your lobby or in the elevators.

JAMES LEARY MEMORIAL

Monday, April 16 

 5:30 p.m.
Holy Cross Church

W. 42nd between 8th & 9th Ave

A musical tribute performed by Manhattan Plaza residents will take place. Countless residents expressed a desire to say goodbye to James as a community.  In response, MP Management coordinated this wonderful event with residents.  Flyers with full listing were distributed and are posted on MPTA lobby bulletin boards. 
Having a hard time transporting large packages to your apartment?
The MPTA will be purchasing a hand truck to be located in the Package Room (former Dragon Lady) for residents’ use.  When you have delivery which includes oversized carton(s) you can borrow the hand truck (free of charge) with a $20 cash deposit and one piece of ID.  You will be asked provide your name,
Bldg/Apt.#, phone number and ID (key card, license, etc).  When you return the hand truck you get your 
20 bucks and ID back.  This service is provided by the MPTA for residents only and is to be used strictly for bringing large packages from the Package Room to your apt.  An announcement will be posted on the MPTA lobby bulletin boards as soon as we get the hand truck.  
A Note from the Treasurer
My name is Spencer Chandler and I was recently elected to the MPTA Executive Committee as Treasurer.  I am a fairly new resident and would like to give a short report and share some of my observations about the MPTA. 

 The current state of our three accounts – general, legal, and practice room– is overall quite strong, but can always benefit from proactive financial contributions from tenants.  For example, the practice room fund – currently just over $300.00 – could easily grow 500% or more if everyone who used the practice rooms made even an occasional contribution of $10.00.  The money is used for ongoing maintenance, equipment upgrades, piano repair, and other additions/perks. The Legal Fund is currently very strong and all of it earmarked specifically to retain legal counsel should we encounter an unlikely opt-out situation and less dramatic legal issues. Look for the ‘Dollar Drive’ coming in July/August.  The General Fund – has to cover a myriad of small and large expenses, some of them ongoing like the website, taxes, printing costs and other ‘single purchase items’ such as the MPTA computer and the hand truck mentioned earlier in the newsletter.  MPTA has lent assistance to the 43rd St. Kids Pre School as well as other neighborhood groups in many ways including financial if 
need be. Those actions really help boost the quality of life for all of us.  Did you know that the sound equipment for the first meeting of the West Side Neighborhood Alliance was paid for in part by the MPTA General Fund?  And that upcoming purchases like the above mentioned hand truck, a dance bar (for practice rooms), the possibility of awarding a few MP parents with tuition assistance for the pre-school (lofty but desirable long term goal) could be made easily available to tenants if everyone throughout the two buildings contributed just ten dollars? 
 When I learned about all that the MPTA has done for residents I was quite impressed.  The MPTA has been responsible for truly great things, such as the practice rooms in the 484 building, script drop off in the Package Room, with the MP Policy Committee protecting all rents now and in the future as well as extending the same protections to all new residents for the next 20 years in our deal with Related, designing a new out of town meal allowance procedure omitting the requirement to submit meal receipts in your retro packet, constantly keeping watch on how MP is being maintained (and we have gotten results), keeping yearly rent increases to a maximum of 4.5% for the next 20 years.  MPTA continually works with governmental agencies and elected officials on community issues (i.e., getting theatres back on W. 42nd St., helping design the new W.44th St. housing project and PS 51 school, assisting other block associations to rid our neighborhood of pornography and illegal hotels.)  
The MPTA becomes more and more dynamic and responsive with your financial support. Luckily, there are so many tenants, so many units in our two buildings that even a small amount from everyone once or twice a year really adds up fast. Thanks to everyone who has joined the Association thus far – there’s plenty of room and time to contribute all year long – and if you have an idea for how our money should be spent, include a note with your contribution and your email or phone number – we’ll be in touch to let you know how the overall fund looks and how close we might be to making your idea a reality. Remember, all purchases and actions are voted on at the monthly meeting, so make your contribution and include a note, show up for a meeting. Let your voice be heard.  You’ll be surprised at how quickly we can make good things happen when enough people contribute and take the time to speak out.   

                                                                                                        Spencer Chandler

(------------------------------------------------DETACH HERE-------------------------------------------------------------(
(  2007 MPTA MEMBERSHIP (
Name_________________________________      Bldg & Apt#_________   Phone_____________

Email_______________________________
                                                         (CHECK APPROPRIATE BOX)
( Individual Membership ($10)    
  ( Senior Membership ($5)                  Extra contribution:  _______

Cash, check or money order (made out to: Manhattan Plaza Tenants Association or MPTA). Place this form in an envelope along with your payment in the MPTA box in your lobby.  MPTA does not share your personal information with anyone.    THANKS FOR YOUR SUPPORT!![image: image1][image: image2][image: image3]
Next Meeting


TUES. 4/17/07


7:00 pm Sharp!!


Ellington Rm.


All Residents are Welcome
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MP BIKE OWNERS ATTENTION!!


ENOCH’S BIKE SHOP HAS MOVED


New location:  480 Tenth Ave. @ West 37th Street     


   (212) 582-0620


 


Family owned and operated, Enoch’s has been in Hell’s Kitchen for the past 25 years.  Bike sales & rentals AND expert repairs at an affordable price.  


Before the summer begins, visit ENOCH’S at their new space.


MPTA thanks Enoch’s for their donation towards the printing of this newsletter.











