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It’s that time again!  MPTA Membership Dues
Please utilize the envelope delivered to your door and most importantly PRINT VERY CLEARLY so we can update our membership and email lists.  Deposit the envelope with your check, money order or cash in the MPTA box in your lobby.  Membership has its privileges!  Membership cards will be used to track your meeting attendance. After 3 meetings you are qualified to vote on constitutional amendments and Executive Officer Elections.  ALL other matters may be voted on by residents attending monthly meetings.  Throughout the year we will use membership cards for other benefits such as early reservation of block party tables.  When you get your card, keep it handy.  
Issues and Updates

· IT’S OVER… City denies bonus for CIRQUE DU SOLEIL!!!  To all residents who wrote letters and attended meetings…your work paid off.   Read Charles Bagli’s NY Times article Thursday, February 9 in the Metro Section.  It’s on the MPTA bulletin boards and copies are in the lobby.  Thank you to the best Community Board in the City (Lee Compton, Anna Levin, Anthony Borelli) and Richard Gottfried (Dan Golub), Christine Quinn (Danielle DeCerbo) as well as Tom Duane and Jerry Nadler along with our STRONG Borough President, Scott Stringer.  John Raskin (Stop Stadium effort and HCC), many unions (AEA, Local 802, IATSE, AFTRA and more) the MPTA and other area block associations (W. 44th St.) joined the cause and were committed to make this happen.  Great effort.  Great result.
What happens next?  
1) Let’s be clear…Related could build whatever they want but will not receive a “theatre” bonus (which allows them to build higher) for Cirque.  Should they choose to build Cirque without a bonus, we can only use public outcry to try and stop it.  However, it seems clear that they will not build Cirque without the bonus because it costs far too much.  The NYTimes article indicates that they have no interest in pursuing Cirque at the location.
2) Related could sell the property.  The next owner will have to abide by more stringent theatre bonus regulations (CB#4, electeds and MPTA was involved in drafting suggested new text for this bonus)  

3) Related could build the theatres with other cultural components (i.e., St. Luke’s Orchestra rehearsal space which would be open to the public) and receive a bonus.

Will the building be tall? YES THE BUILDING WILL BE TALL…WITH OR WITHOUT THE BONUS… NO MATTER WHO OWNS THE PROPERTY.  IT WILL BE TALL…VERY, VERY TALL.

· Standing Water/The Green Lake

Many residents noticed a large amount of standing water within the afore mentioned project (W. 42nd btw. Dyer and 10th Ave).  Residents registered complaints with Dept. of Environmental Protection, CB#4, Dick Gottfried, MPTA and Speaker Christine Quinn.  We have been able contact city agencies as well as inform Related about our concerns.  They had already been working on the problem.  Tests show the water is not contaminated.  After acquiring the proper permits, Related has told us water draining will begin next week (the week of February 13).  So, if ya’ don’t see any drainage by Saturday, February 18, email the MPTA at MPTenants@yahoo.com or call 212-330-9285.   Do us a favor, don’t call or email before Sat., Feb. 18…OK?  Thanks.
Practice Rooms (484 Building ONLY) Guideline Change…stop the madness!!
An unwanted trend has developed regarding the reserving the 484 Bldg. Practice Rooms.  The rooms are reserved for almost all slots available and many residents cancel or do not show up for the reserved time.  If you aren’t sure you can make a reserved time in the spaces please do not sign up for them in advance.  It is inconsiderate to others who wish to practice to “lock up” the rooms “just in case” you can practice or “just in case” your group can all get together that day.  We will be strictly adhering to the guidelines.  Once in a while stuff happens, of course.  That’s not what’s going on here.   This is a pattern that is unwanted by residents.  Also, as clearly stated in the guidelines, you may not use Room A and then reserve Room B following your practice in Room A (or vice versa).  Let’s face it, that’s just hogging the rooms.  Those who continue in this pattern will lose the privilege of reserving the space in advance.  We ask you to consider that almost 20 volunteers monitor the sign in sheets and the rooms every day. They give their time and energy to keep the rooms running smoothly.   We will shut down the whole program if we cannot control this behavior.  No kidding.   None of us wish to become the “practice room police.”  To those of you who think that the rooms “belong” to you personally…grow up.
Other options?  

Well, we could establish a yearly membership (with a large fee) which includes a membership card.  If you break the rules you lose your card at once.  
We could begin charging the market rate for group rehearsals including a hefty deposit upon reserving the space.  If you don’t show up you lose your deposit.  
Or how about removing the drums and other equipment from the rooms?  Then everyone would have to lug their own equipment each time they rehearse.

None of these options are desirable for the MPTA or its committee.  WE would like to keep things in place as they are now.  But the above alternatives have been discussed.  
Please note:  Practice Room (484 Building) Guideline change…
Residents may only reserve 3 group practice sessions per week per resident.  You can thank those who have scheduled 4 or 5 group sessions per week and not shown up for half of them.

MPTA hopes that future newsletters will not have ANY bad news about the 484 Building Practice Rooms.  And thank you to those residents (the majority) who appreciate this benefit by following the guidelines.
((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
Floating the Apple, a wonderful local organization (founded by longtime MP resident Mike Davis) promotes constructing and educating people of all ages about boating.  Young people actually assist in the construction of boats and take them out on the Hudson River.  Floating the Apple will soon be able to move into its new boathouse near the Intrepid.  However, until the boathouse is finished, the organization was in immediate need of space.  They were in mid-construction of a new boat and had to be out of their temporary space very soon.  MPTA contacted Mark Carbone of Related who is one of the principal owners of MP about the matter.  Mr. Carbone immediately agreed to allow Floating the Apple to utilize the former Scafati store until their new boathouse is completed.  Floating the Apple has told MPTA that it intends to involve many more MP children and young adults in the program this summer.  We would like to thank Mr. Carbone for acting so quickly to help this worthy cause.
A Note from the Prez…
We have worked with many staff members from our local electeds over the years.  They have assisted us in countless ways.  I wanted to inform residents about several who have moved on to other posts.  Their work was and is appreciated.  
Anthony Borelli former Director of Board #4 is now the Director of Land Use for Borough President Scott Stringer.  Stringer is lucky to have you.  Congratulations, Anthony!
Dan Golub worked for Assembly Member Dick Gottfried.  He has also moved to Borough President Scott Stringer’s office. He’s very bright, very professional and will be very successful in his new post.  Well deserved, Dan.
Linda Rosenthal has worked for many years in several prominent positions for Jerry Nadler.  Linda has seen Manhattan Plaza through many critical times ESPECIALLY during our negotiations with Related after the sale of MP.  Linda has been tapped to run for Scott Stringer’s Assembly seat.  I am certain she will be a positive force in Albany.  Good luck, Linda.
Many of you know that our own Council Member Christine Quinn was elected Speaker of the NY City Council.  This is an amazing accomplishment....she earned it.  We are very proud of her and look forward to our continued work together on behalf of Manhattan Plaza and the entire Hell’s Kitchen neighborhood.
Scott Stringer, our new borough President has already begun to initiate the reforms he promised during his campaign.  At long last, the office of Manhattan Borough President will once again be one of distinction.  As he promised, he has assembled a brilliant team (as you can see) of the best and brightest who will serve Hell’s Kitchen and all of Manhattan with effective and experienced leadership.
On a personal note, I have been away for close to a month dealing with family health issues.  I apologize that the MPTA bulletin boards have not been updated regularly.  I also apologize that we are holding Executive Committee elections later than usual.  Thank you for your ongoing support and understanding. Luckily, we have a very good team running for MPTA officers. I look forward to an exciting year!  
Support the MPTA.  We are your voice.  As you can see from the recent Cirque issue…that voice was heard loud and clear!!!    

Stay tuned.

 Marisa Redanty

 “Proud” President
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