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Topics in this issue:  Holiday Party, MPTA Exec Elections, MPTA Membership Drive, 484 Bldg. Practice Rooms, Theatre Desk, Computer Room, Newsstand, St. Vincent’s Hospital, Ollies Comes to MP, Café Le Madeleine, James Leary
Holiday Party takes place after Monday’s meeting Dec. 11
End of the year party will take place after the MPTA meeting…make a day of it!! Attend the MP Christmas Tree lighting (5pm in the 400 lobby and 6pm 484 lobby), join us at 7:30 pm for our meeting and have a snack afterwards.  Door Prizes, good people and always fun.   We encourage residents to bring your favorite holiday cookies.
MPTA Exec Committee Elections 
We need folks to run for the office of Treasurer, Co-Vice Presidents (2) and other committee positions.  Having an Exec Committee of 5 to handle the issues of 3500 residents is obviously inadequate. If we don’t fill out the Executive Committee, the MPTA cannot guarantee monthly meetings, monthly newsletters, the Block Party next summer and other events.  Please put a note with contact information in the MPTA lobby box and a volunteer Nominating Committee member will contact you.  It is always helpful if you can use a computer email purposes.  But if you think you can put in a small amount of time to give back to the Manhattan Plaza community, please contact us.  Thank you.  Elections will take place sometime in January.
2007 MPTA Membership Drive starts in January…volunteers needed

Our membership Drive starts in January 2007.  We ask that you do not put in dues money for 2007 until you receive the announcement that the drive has begun. Put a note in the MPTA lobby box if you can help with this effort.  Or join the Membership committee at our January Meeting.  Let’s keep the MPTA as strong as ever.  We need volunteers to form a committee and decide the most convenient way to get members, record data and set up new email mechanism.  We’ve grown so much in the last two years that we need some help on this one.  Thanks guys.
New Practice Room Guidelines
The success of the 484 Practice Rooms has been astounding.  The MPTA Practice Room Committee has worked hard to keep the rooms running smoothly.  They have recently revised the guidelines to include some minor adjustments.  New guidelines will be printed up soon.  Starting January 2007 all use of 484 Practice Rooms after 11:00 pm will require sign in on back of pink/blue Arrival Sheets.  We continue to be very strict about the rules.  Violators will not be allowed to use the rooms for a period of time.  So read the guidelines carefully.  You will see them in the lobby, on the Practice Room Bulletin Board and in the Reservation book in the 484 building when they are finished.  Remember, 90% of residents have no trouble following the guidelines and are very happy with this wonderful benefit.

Computer Room
Several months ago, Related/MP Management opened a lovely computer room for resident use.  It is equipped with 6 computers with internet access, and a printer.  Residents must supply their own paper and use their Key Card for access.  How do I get there?  OK, if you are in the 484 building, go to the 3rd floor as if you were intending to walk across the plaza towards the 400 building.  When you come to the inside ramp which leads outside, on your right you will see a door with white blinds.  Just inside that door to your immediate left is the computer room. The MP Youth program is located opposite the computer room.  The room is open every day from 8:00 am – 8:00 pm.  Contact the Operations office (212) 971-0660 for any other questions.  The MPTA would love to take credit for this terrific facility.  However, Related Management (Jeff Brodsky, Hector Pinero) and MP Management Staff (Richard Hunnings, Bruce Harrison) deserve all the thanks and praise.
Café Le Madeleine--what can I do to help?

If you’ve already signed the petition in the lobby or outside of Café Madeleine, you can still help.   Email all your friends and have them sign the petition online at www.lemadeleine.com.  Local electeds are also involved.
Morning Star Newsstand is OPEN AGAIN!  Our old newsstand along and the former owners are back!  
Check them out at 412 West 43rd Street, between Good & Plenty and the Package Area.  Store hours are 6am-11pm 7 days a week (212) 967-4570.  More magazines, international papers, metro cards, greeting cards, fax & copy machine and an Actors Credit Union ATM!  The owners also said that their lottery machine should be up and running within the next two weeks.  Great to have our old friends Liaqat & Mohammed back after a two year hiatus. Can’t wait for the Sunday New York Times and Daily News?  Morning Star has them ready to go by 8:30pm on Saturday night.  Glad to see them back again.
The Theatre Desk Is Looking for Volunteers
Do you enjoy Live Theatre/Live Music?  The Theatre Desk has openings for two office volunteers and two distribution volunteers to serve one day a week.  If interested please call Bernadette (Office Manager) at 

212-566-6697. A nice perk for Manhattan Plaza Residents.

St. Vincent’s Midtown Hospital In Danger of Being Closed.  This was formerly known as St. Clare’s on 9th Ave and W.51st Street. Community information telephone number is (212) 459-8121.  See if you can help to secure this institution.  This is the only hospital in Hells Kitchen.   Let’s give them our help!

Ollie’s to open at MP

Former space occupied by Le Bistro Vent next to the West Bank Café will be home to Ollie’s Chinese Noodle Shop.  We are told that they hope to open by the end of the year.
((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
James Leary

Our beloved James Leary passed away on November 14, 2006.  Residents have asked the MPTA if the family had any particular organizations designated to honor him.  His family and partner Sven Jacobsen have requested that anyone interested may make donations in memory of James to the 
Manhattan Plaza Foundation 

400 West 43rd Street  
New York, NY 10036

All contributions are tax deductible.  The Foundation has helped countless MP residents in the past and is the overseer of the Manhattan Plaza Aids Project.  James Leary was a bright light in our community and we will all miss him terribly.  God Bless you Jimmy.
Merry Christmas!                                   Happy Hanukah!                                         Happy Quanza![image: image6][image: image7][image: image8]
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