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MPTA MEMBERSHIP DUES 2006
Join or renew today! Envelopes are in the lobby.  When they run out there will be membership forms which you can deposit with payment in the MPTA Box in your building lobby.  Membership has its privileges!  Example: first dibs on tables at the Block Sale.  Don’t put it off.  Join today.  Bring your card to each meeting.  Stamp the back to register your attendance.  After 3 meetings you qualify to vote in election of officers and constitutional amendments.

Speaking of the Block Sale…
Everyone loved the block sale last September.  However, the workload was rather uneven.  If you guys want to have a sale this year, a Block Sale Committee of 10-15 committed people should be formed very soon.  Prez Redanty has a manual describing each step to take including acquisition of permits, advertising timetable and measuring of spaces.  If you wish to be part of this Committee please put a note marked “block sale volunteer” in the lobby box with phone number and email address.  After a chairperson is elected (by Block Sale Committee members and MPTA Executive Board) the Committee will be responsible for all aspects of the sale. Prez Redanty will not get involved until the week of the sale.  If no committee is formed, it will be impossible to sponsor another sale in the fall.
THEATRE DESK BULLETIN BOARD IN 484 MOVED

The Theatre Desk bulletin board has been moved around the corner from its former location in the 484 building.  If you take a step around the corner from the former location, you will find the Theatre Desk board.  A new Management bulletin board will be installed at the former Theatre Desk board location.  Stay informed.  Don’t say, “No one told me.”  Check all Management and Ellington Room bulletin boards daily for information.  
THE SWAMP ON W. 42ND STREET
MPTA, CB#4, neighborhood groups as well as Danielle DeCerbo (Christine Quinn) and Eliyanna Kaiser (Dick Gottfried) have been working with Related to drain that swamp.  As of this writing it is virtually down to mud.  This will be an ongoing drainage project since the water may be coming from an underground stream
By the way, Danielle and Eliyanna have both been promoted.  Danielle Decerbo to Project Manager of Land Use in Speaker Quinn’s office and Eliyanna Kaiser to District Office Coordinator for Dick Gottfried.  Amy Witt will be assigned to Danielle’s former post.  Congratulations to both of you.  We look forward to working with you in your new positions.  Well deserved.  
Too many tall buildings in the nabe?  Want to have a say in how high a new building will be?

Attend the Town Hall meeting on April 4 (see info on back of this newsletter).

We have an opportunity to keep a new development on W.44 & W.45 between 10th and 11th Avenues “human scale” as well as ensure that all commitments from the Mayor’s office are kept which include the expansion of PS 51 and 600 units of affordable housing.  Borough President Scott Stringer, Community Board #4 members, John Raskin (HCC) will be on hand to answer your questions.  Stay current about this project.  It’s right in our back yard.   MPTA URGES ALL RESIDENTS TO ATTEND THE TOWN HALL MEETING  FOR AFFORDABLE HOUSING ON TUESDAY APRIL 4,  7:00 pm at P.S. 51,  520 W. 45th St. (west of 10th Ave).   DON’T FORGET TO RSVP AT:  212-716-1665.  
Green Market at MP
Community Board #4 and MPTA are working to create a green market location on W. 43rd Street near our MP Park.  Saturdays only; will not close down the street; will not inhibit pedestrians or our park space.  Enthusiastic approval so far by MP residents, W. 43rd St. Block Assoc. and Strand Residents Assoc.  Certified farmers  with fresh veggies and fruits (only 5 vendors) will be stationed at the curb with tables near the sidewalk.  We’re working on getting an organic farmer also.
Practice Rooms in 484 Building

The Practice Room Committee has been very active and loads of residents are utilizing the rooms every day.  Some have had privileges suspended for not following the guidelines. Surprisingly, as a result, the rooms have been cleaner, more available and more efficiently operated.  Please note that if you do not follow the guidelines you will lose privileges for a period of time or permanently.  Unfortunately, this is necessary to keep the rooms available to all residents in a fair and equitable manner.    The Committee has worked very hard and it shows.
Stay tuned…pay your dues…ciao.
MEETING TO ORGANIZE FOR 
LOW-RISE

AFFORDABLE HOUSING

ON THE P.S. 51 DEVELOPMENT SITE
When Mayor Bloomberg and the City Council rezoned Hell’s Kitchen South, West Siders won a commitment to build 600 affordable apartments on the site surrounding P.S. 51 (west of 10th Avenue between 44th and 45th Streets).  We also won a promise to renovate the school and add 110 spots for new students.  But no one promised anything about limiting the height and density of the buildings.  Join us April 4th at 7:00 p.m. as we fight to…

KEEP HELL’S KITCHEN AFFORDABLE AND HUMAN-SCALE!

· Borough President Scott Stringer discussing how West Siders can take charge of planning our community
· Community leaders answering your questions
· Our neighbors, organizing to win affordable housing and prevent luxury skyscrapers on 45th Street!

TOWN HALL MEETING

Tuesday, April 4th at 7:00 p.m.

P.S. 51:  520 W. 45th  (west of 10th Ave.)
PLEASE RSVP:  212-716-1665 IF YOU PLAN TO ATTEND!!
Learn about Mayor Bloomberg’s affordable housing commitment and how West Siders can organize to get the apartments, expand the school and prevent luxury skyscrapers on 45th street. 
Housing Conservation Coordinators ♦ 777 10th Avenue ♦ 212-716-1665 ♦ www.hcc-nyc.org
Co-sponsored by Community Board 4, the Hell’s Kitchen/Hudson Yards Alliance, and the Hell’s KitchenNeighborhood Association.  Also sponsored by City Council Speaker Christine Quinn, Manhattan Borough President Scott Stringer, U.S. Representative Jerrold Nadler, State Senator Tom Duane, Assembly Member Richard Gottfried and Assembly Member Linda Rosenthal.
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Next meeting


Monday 4/10/06


7:00 Sharp!!
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All Residents Welcome





APRIL 2006


NEWSLETTER








