(  Manhattan Plaza Tenants Association, Inc.  (
“Making a Great Place to Live Even Better!”
Visit us at www.MPTenants.com    (    Email MPTenants@yahoo.com    (    Phone (212) 330-9285

JANUARY 2005
CITY COUNCIL SPEAKER GIFFORD MILLER COMES TO MANHATTAN PLAZA!  DATE:  MONDAY JANUARY 24 
RESIDENT PARTY TO FOLLOW
MPTA is very proud to announce that Speaker Miller will be our guest at our January 24 General Membership Meeting. Topics include: Affordable Housing in Hudson Yards 
                                   Film/TV Production in New York City 
(Resident party to follow)
MPTA MEETING WILL BEGIN AT 6:30 p.m. (in the Ellington Room) Speaker Miller’s talk will begin after our regular business is completed (between 7:00-7:30).  Following his remarks, MPTA will host a party for residents.  Refreshments will be served.  If you would like to bring a dish to pass, please contact MPTA and let us know.  (Anyone make a “kickin’” chili or luscious Lasagna?)   Other guests include: Councilmember Christine Quinn, Senator Tom Duane, Congressman Jerry Nadler, Assemblymember Richard Gottfried.   Don’t miss this fantastic event.  Brought to you by the MPTA
Cool New Stuff
Your MPTA has been successful in establishing a script drop off area.  In addition, we have secured 2 new rehearsal spaces!!
· Script Drop Off Area

Residents may have messengers deliver scripts, contracts, music etc. to the new package room next to The Little Pie Company.  Finally, you don’t have to be at home to receive paperwork, scripts or contracts from an outside source.  NO PACKAGES, NO BOXES, NO FLOWERS will be accepted.  You can also leave any paper items described above (no packages) for another resident.  Make sure the envelope is clearly marked with your name, address and apartment number.  Call Management if you have questions.
· FINALLY….THE LONG AWAITED….ANNUALLY REQUESTED… REHEARSAL SPACES!!
You heard me…spaceS..as in TWO!  
After years of carping about the lack of rehearsal space, MPTA has worked with Related and obtained some long needed additional practice rooms.  Presently under construction are: one large space (suitable for groups) and a smaller space (suitable for 1-3) for rehearsal/practice.  The larger multi use space can accommodate
8-10 actors for table work on a script, 4-5 piece band or 4-6 dancers. But wait, there’s more! There will also be a “blue wall” so you can put yourself on video tape for those L.A. castings (bring your own camera).  Anyone using either rehearsal space must leave an ID with security while rehearsing… that includes guests.  Group rehearsals must be hosted by a resident 21 years or older.  The new rooms are located in the basement of the 484 Building.  All of this is under consideration at this time but we DEFINITELY have the rooms. Yahoo!  When will they be available for use?  Early or mid March is the target. Again, we are in the process of setting up guidelines to ensure that all of us can take full advantage of the spaces.  MPTA needs volunteers to help in the effort.  These spaces are a benefit and a privilege.  No abuse of any kind will be tolerated.  It took us a long time to get these spaces for our residents so let’s respect them.  Stay tuned.
Management Suggestion Boxes in Lobbies

Related has installed Management Suggestion Boxes in both lobbies for your use.  MPTA encourages you to use them for suggestions and any concerns you may have.  Instead of complaining to the air while you get your mail, take a minute and drop a note the box marked “Management Suggestions.”  Let our new management know what you think and what you are experiencing.  Related is inviting your feedback.  So, tell them already!  If you feel uncomfortable signing it, then don’t.  
While we’re on the subject, the MPTA Box in the 400 building was moved to the lobby (better visibility and security).  Unlike comments put in the Management Suggestion Box, if you have questions or concerns directed to the MPTA and you don’t give us contact info, how can we give you an answer? For example, one resident is upset about the possibility of lead paint in MP.  We got several notes (same handwriting) with no name or phone number.  The fact is, we were tested extensively for lead paint in early fall in all areas of the complex.  MP met all standards easily.  It’s kinda frustrating to know a resident is worried about something and we can’t ease their mind.  Remember, when you write to the MPTA your identity is kept confidential. 
New Payment Options…Online and Pre Payment of Rent
Call the Management office (212) 971-0660 to utilize these newly accepted methods of payment.
Theatre Desk Needs Volunteers

If you are interested please stop by the Theatre Desk from 12:00 – 5:00 pm weekdays. Great opportunity for theatre lovers.
ELECTION OF MPTA OFFICERS

At our December meeting members passed a resolution to hold Election of Executive Committee Officers in February instead of January.  Members also passed a resolution to have our annual membership drive in February.  Anyone interested in running for President, Vice President, Treasurer, Secretary or Asst. Secretary should put a note in the MPTA box with contact information.  It is vital that residents come forward to serve on the Executive Committee. This newsletter proves that MPTA, as never before, is an active, invaluable participant in Manhattan Plaza’s future.  Be part of the solution and run for office. In answer to your question, yes, Marisa Redanty will be running again this year. 
Legal Fund—Status Report—Details at the January 24 MPTA Meeting
We are doing fine thanks to the terrific response of MP residents.  Keep it coming.   Our goal is to collect enough so we have the same amount in the fund as we had before the sale.  We’re almost there!  Unions have contributed also.  If you haven’t contributed, do so pronto. No amount is too small. MPTA NEVER publishes the actual amount in our bank account.  It’s no one else’s business except our residents.  Get my drift?
GOING “POSTAL”?
Feel like you want to throw something at the mailroom/package window?  In the 484 Building especially, the window opens late if at all! No sign is posted to let residents know that the room will not open.  On many days they open so late that there is a very long line and the mail seems to be carelessly distributed in the wrong mailbox.  This is ridiculous.  Prez Redanty called the 42nd Street Post Office supervisor responsible for MP and did not get a satisfactory response from him.  She went on to contact his boss’s boss at the Main Post Office and finally got some action.  However, should this inexcusable situation happen in the future contact MPTA immediately.  Be sure to note the date and time the window did not open so we can take further action.

ON THE BLOCK…

GOURMET UNLIMITED DELI on 9th Ave at 43rd carries BACKSTAGE
MP’s new neighbor Gourmet Unlimited opened in the former location of the Japanese Restaurant.  After losing our deli and newsstand, many residents told Prez Marisa Redanty that BACKSTAGE was among the important publications we would miss. She approached the new deli owner and requested that they add BACKSTAGE to their newspaper stock. The deli started carrying BACKSTAGE immediately.  It has proved to be a great convenience to our residents.  It’s good to have a new deli on the block. P.S. the food is great, prices good and service friendly. (On 10th Ave get BACKSTAGE at the deli next to Claudio Pizza between 43rd & 44TH).  
DALTONS  (with sports bar TV screens) has moved into the former REVOLUTION Bar/Night Club location.  We are pleased to welcome a mainstream restaurant to the area.  Full menu and family friendly.
Note from the Prez….
A PERIOD OF ADJUSTMENT 

Manhattan Plaza has been through a very long and difficult period. One year ago we were confused, anxious and scared about our future. Some feared they would have to move.  That fear has subsided.  We have a new owner.  We have a carefully crafted agreement which assures our tenancy for many years to come.  Related is trying to get to know us as we try to get to know them. Some things we like, some things we don’t like. They do things “differently”.  In time, as in any new relationship, it will all even out.  The MPTA and MP Policy Committee still meet regularly with Related to assist in the transition. Our communication continues to be very open.  Tenant advocates accomplish nothing without a constructive, positive approach.  Anyone who has observed my tenure as President can testify to the fact that I believe in a CONstructive style as opposed to a DEstructive style.  There are those who disagree. Well, I say the proof is in the pudding. Take a look at the results.  A positive, constructive style has served you well.  My point for this musing is this: whad’ya say we get on with it?  Let’s breathe that big sigh of relief and get on with living our “Miracle” by strengthening our foundation. The foundation of Manhattan Plaza is the people who live and work here.  Let’s accept where we are today in order to move forward together. We are still a community…a small city…a tight knit family.  That will never change. What has changed is the fact that we have a new family member in-law. A new Relation  (pun intended).  I ask you to think about that for a minute.
Period of adjustment, my friends.  Period of adjustment. 









              Marisa Redanty

                                                                                                             “Proud” President MPTA
Meetings Are Open to ALL Residents








Next Meeting:


Mon. January 24


6:30 pm sharp!








