(    Manhattan Plaza Tenants Association, Inc.    (
“Making a Great Place to Live Even Better!”

 www.MPTenants.com ( Email MPTenants@yahoo.com (  Phone (212) 330-9285

Next meeting Monday 12/12/05 7:00 Sharp!!  Ellington Rm. Party at 7:30 
  
   
  JOIN US AT THE MPTA HOLIDAY PIZZA PARTY!!
   MEMBERSHIP MEETING: 7pm    
PARTY: 7:30
Live Music by Amaury Acosta Trio (played at the Block Party)
THEATERS ON W.42ND NOT CIRQUE…. THIS JUST IN….

WE DID GREAT!!!

The effort by residents (petition, letters and attendance at City Planning public hearing) was outstanding.  And it had a huge impact.  On our website www.mptenants.com you can view testimony from Assemblymember Dick Gottfried (terrific delivery by Dan Golub), MPTA Prez Redanty, NY Times and other articles. Community Board #4 link leads you to the fabulous testimony by Anna Levin, Lee Compton and Anthony Borelli (we’re lucky to have them).  Other block associations joined our fight.   Letters of support were sent by Actor’s Equity and AFTRA (soon to be posted on our website). Everyone agrees that Related Companies should not get a bonus for Cirque when it was intended for Off Broadway theaters.  It’s just wrong. 

Here’s the skinny:  City Planning Commission decided to put the theatre bonus as written on hold until it can be reworked citing public outcry and the controversy surrounding the issue.   That’s good…that’s very very good.  But, it ain’t over ‘til the fat lady sings, and she’s still putting on her makeup.  Redanty is working with the Community Board, elected officials and other interested parties to keep theaters…REAL theaters…on W. 42nd between Dyer & 10th Ave.   We’re on it.  Residents should feel a great sense of pride as we press on.  Without your willingness to attend public hearings, sign letters and petitions we would not have had this outcome.  Without your active involvement the community’s position is greatly weakened.  You all did great!! Watch the lobby boards.  Get in the habit of glancing at those boards daily.   It’s the quickest way to get the word out.  Stay tuned.
MPTA Since the Sale of MP
A Report from the Prez
First of all…have you noticed?...we’re all still here.  No massive rent increases.  Tenants have not been thrown out into the streets clutching their children in the rain. HUD did not cut our funding.  The building wasn’t demolished to build offices or condos.  None of that occurred.   In fact, we’re here and safe for another 20 years despite all the fear mongering…despite all the awful rumors…despite all the false information…and all the stress.  
                                           We’re still here….and we will be for a long, long time. 

The MPTA has initiated and achieved the following goals in the past 18 months:

· Established a long needed and much used script drop off area in the package room (former Dragon Lady)

· Two additional Practice Rooms (484 building) were built and equipped for multiple uses
· On the Road Meal Expenses Deduction Option—Yes!!

Tenants for the first time have a choice of deducting most of their on the road meal expenses without providing mountains of receipts.  Thanks to the combined effort of MPTA, Mary Lou Westerfield (MP Policy Committee Chair), Bruce Harrison, Kessa DiSantis, Virginia Yorio, Richard Hunnings (MP Management), Jeff Brodsky, Hector Pinero (Related) and Gary Sloman (HPD).  Long time coming, but well worth it.

· Resident parking increases were kept to a minimum

· Resident Health Club membership fees were not increased

· We requested and received more communication from Management to residents by way of additional bulletin board posting areas and Management newsletters

· We had a fabulous Block Party & Sale which will hopefully become an annual event
· MPTA is presently working on pedestrian safety issues on 9th Ave.  (see update)

· Legal Fund has been fully replenished (will keep it growing)

· Online and prepayment of rent allowing tenants more choices when out of town
We are told that more residents received a rent credit than ever before. That’s good news. There’s always more to do.  Like, organizing the resident bulletin boards in each lobby, removing the old MPTA boards, we should ask about getting a bike rack for serious bikers…gotta keep the practice spaces running smoothly…stuff like that.  Obviously, we must always be watchful and aware.  One thing at a time.  All and all it’s been a pretty good year.   What do you think? 









Marisa Redanty, “Proud” President
Update on 9th Ave Traffic Nightmare 

MPTA has secured a meeting with the Commissioner of the Department of Transportation and traffic enforcement agencies to devise a plan for pedestrian safety. Specifically, we are investigating the use of cameras on 9th Ave which would issue a summons when gridlock violations occur.  Please feel free to drop a note in the lobby box about this.  We welcome and can utilize your comments.   As reported earlier, the interests of MP residents is our primary focus therefore the MPTA is no longer working with other neighborhood groups on traffic.  However, we applaud them and will lend support when appropriate.  As your representative, the safety of MP residents is of utmost importance.  We want something done…NOW.

MP Christmas Fund

It’s that time of year.  The MP Maintenance and Security staffs do a wonderful job every day but this year they went over and above.   They really helped the MPTA with the 484 Practice Studios and ESPECIALLY with the MPTA Block Sale/Party.  The fund is evenly divided among each and every Maintenance and Security staff member.  They are the best. Remember them this holiday season.

Practice Rooms in 484 RE-OPEN!!

New guidelines are available.  READ THEM THOROUGHLY.  The Practice Room Committee will monitor the rooms daily.  Security will check on the rooms daily.   Residents who wish to take advantage of the rooms are required to follow the guidelines.  Both rooms are equipped with a piano, boom box and drums.  We have worked very hard to make this benefit work for all performing artists.  And we are vigilant about keeping them clean, equipped and fair for everyone.  Again, Maintenance, Security and Management (Richard Hunnings) assisted greatly in this effort.

Those New Light Bulbs at a Better Price -- Manhattan Plaza Pharmacy
If you need to replace the small energy saving light bulbs (installed in new hallway/dining area fixtures) don’t get taken.  Some hardware stores are charging 3 times the price.  Luckily, the Manhattan Plaza Pharmacy sells them to MP residents at a reasonable price (around $6 instead of $14!!).  Steve Kaufman of the MP Pharmacy is pleased to offer this as a neighborhood service.

Election of MPTA Officers in January
We’re happy to report that some residents have come forward to run for the upcoming MPTA Executive Committee election.  Please put a note in the lobby box if you are interested in running for an office or to be an assistant to an officer.  The deadline for candidates is January 3, 2006. If you have any questions about what is entailed please call 212-330-9285.  Time commitment is very small and completely flexible.

President Redanty will run only if there are enough people expressing a willingness to serve.  The Executive Committee must be expanded.  If people run for office and/or offer to assist an officer we can begin this process.

The following offices are open:  Vice President & Asst. Secretary.  We have been fortunate to find an interim treasurer who is planning to run for Treasurer in January.  We would like to find an assistant to the Treasurer.  We also would like to establish at least two additional Executive Committee positions (possibly Vice Presidents).  These suggested positions are obviously unofficial and would be considered a special committee until brought to the membership at three separate meetings (per our constitution).  Right now we are trying to spread out the work and involve residents in a constructive way.  The goal is to expand the Executive Committee so no single office is unduly overburdened.  Given the enormous growth of the MPTA in recent years, an Executive Committee totaling a mere five is inadequate especially when you consider that many smaller tenant associations have boards totaling 9 or 10.  Get involved.  Keep the MPTA strong.  
Right now volunteers are needed to 

· Coordinate and process the Membership drive in 2006.  A committee of 4 or 5 would be great.

· Coordinate volunteers who distribute newsletters
· Research and update our website 
· Examine and update our constitution
                                             HAPPY HOLIDAYS!!                         CIAO!

THIS NEWSLETTER WAS SPONSORED BY COMMERCE BANK







Manhattan plaza residents


Take advantage of a special $20 promotion at commerce bank 





As a special promotion for Manhattan Plaza Residents, we invite you to open any account with Commerce and receive $10, PLUS if you establish Direct Deposit with Commerce, you will receive an additional $10.  Simply mention or present this newsletter when setting up your account and Direct Deposit and Commerce will start you off with $20.  





Commerce Bank for all your banking needs. 


 We are proud to serve the Hell’s Kitchen Community.





Free Money Orders available for clients age 50 and over





( Open Saturdays & Sundays ( 





Participating Branch:  West 42nd and 9th Avenue  








