(  Manhattan Plaza Tenants Association, Inc.  (
“Making a Great Place to Live Even Better!”
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A Note from the Prez…
I have to tell you guys about some very special people…lots of ‘em. 

 A member of our pre-school, Hazen Kennedy, now 4 years old, is a remarkable kid.  Like many young children, when he talks about his imaginary friend “Amazin’ Hazen” it brings a smile to your face.  Amazin’ Hazen is Hazen’s own personal superhero.  He has special powers that allow him to fly around NYC helping lost children and rescuing stray animals.  Hazen Kennedy is very popular at 43rd Street Kids, (MP’s pre-school).  His parents, Scott and Susan Kennedy, are long time Hell’s Kitchen residents and Hazen is their only child.  In November of 2004 the family got some devastating news.  Out of the blue, Hazen was diagnosed with an extremely rare pediatric cancer.  Neuroblastoma is serious and requires several surgeries and months of chemotherapy.  Though it is rare, doctors say Hazen can beat it.  However, successful treatment requires constant care for over 18 months. They have had to sleep at Sloan Kettering Hospital for weeks on end.  They have had to cut work schedules in half and somehow continue to support themselves. The Hell’s Kitchen community including many MP residents jumped into action and BOOM a huge network of volunteers was formed.  A schedule was established so that every night the Kennedy’s receive a home cooked dinner delivered to their apartment or to the hospital. These wonderful volunteers haven’t missed one night!  The Kennedy apartment (the landlord is…let’s just say he’s not the greatest) was painted, caulked, somewhat renovated and sanitized by this community because Hazen’s condition requires an environment free from infection possibilities.  They even started donating blood platelets especially for Hazen’s surgeries.  
During the first few months at the hospital Hazen didn’t talk about his imaginary superhero.  Throughout his ordeal Hazen remained incredibly resilient, positive and cheerful.  He was so terrific that…now get this…the doctors and nurses nicknamed him “Amazin’ Hazen” not knowing about his imaginary friend.  They had no idea that by pure accident they brought Hazen’s superhero back to life.

I am writing this for a three reasons.  First; many of our own residents are involved in volunteering to help the Kennedy’s. Second; to let you know about an upcoming benefit for the family including a cabaret coordinated and performed by several MP residents.  Our own Leslie Collis is putting together the cabaret featuring MP residents Roger Gillen, Sam Cohen, Lynn Cohen’s Comedy Sportz just to name a few.  Before the cabaret, a silent auction will take place.  In addition, you will be hearing about “Hearts 4 Hazen” wristbands to be sold as another fund raising tool.  The third reason for this note?  I can’t help myself.  This story is one of most incredible examples of how strong and galvanized community efforts can transform our complicated world.  That is what the Manhattan Plaza community is all about.  The website, www.amazinhazen.org, will take your breath away.  We’ve attached an informational flyer for the upcoming benefit.  Feel free to copy the flyer and distribute to friends.  Hope to see you there!!
Hearts 4 Hazen Benefit
When:  August 15 7p.m. Cabaret,
         

    5:30-6:45 Silent Auction
          

Where:  St. Malachy's Church

  

              
   239 W. 49th (Between Broadway & 8th Ave)
              

              
  New York, NY 10019

 

Admission is $10 at the door. Checks (yes, if you can’t make the event you can mail in a contribution) should be made out to St. Malachy’s Church.  Indicate "Hearts 4 Hazen" or “Hazen Kennedy" in the memo field or attached note. Donations are tax deductible. All proceeds go directly to the family for medical bills and expenses.
Hey, Manhattan Plaza…whadya’ say we make a miracle!!

Marisa Redanty
“Proud” President
Manhattan Plaza Tenants Association 
P.S. Anyone wishing to volunteer for dinner prep, blood donor campaign or other areas to help the Kennedy’s please email: lgfeldman@gmail.com or leave a note in the MPTA lobby box.
MANHATTAN PLAZA TENANTS ASSOCIATION BLOCK SALE & PARTY

When & Where

Saturday September 10

10am – 5:30pm

W.43rd Between 9th & 10th Ave (both sides of the block and the street)

(Rain date Sat. Sept. 17)

Spaces & Price 
$35 for MP residents   $50 for Non-residents

Each space is a luxurious 10 feet wide.

We expect to sell out very quickly.  Deadline for applications and payment is August 26.  If by chance on the day of the sale if we have a space available you may pay at the sale in cash or money order.  No checks accepted if you rent the space on the day of the sale.
After August 2: Residents and non-residents can pick up an application at the following locations:

Little Pie Company

Or by email at mptasale@eljnyc.com please indicate MPTA BLOCK SALE APPLICATION in subject line of your email 
Or download from www.mptenants.com
**Do not return application by email. No applications should be returned to the above pick up locations** you must put the application with your payment in the MPTA lobby box or mail it to MPTA at the address on the application.  Please mark “MPTA BLOCK SALE” on the envelope.
· Music, Food, Fun!!!   Look for our flyers throughout the neighborhood
.

· Raffles, Grand Prize $100 Gift Cert. from MACY’S, Other Prizes include:  free massage, dinners at great area restaurants, theatre tickets, etc.  Raffle Tickets are $2 for one or $15 for a book of 10.

· There will be a table for Hazen Kennedy donations and wristband sales.

Proceeds from space rental and raffle to benefit the Manhattan Plaza Tenants Association.
MPTA MEETINGS START AGAIN IN THE FALL!! 
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