(  Manhattan Plaza Tenants Association  (
“Making a Great Place to Live Even Better!”
Visit us at www.MPTenants.com  (  Email MPTenants@yahoo.com ( Phone (212) 330-9285



Eugene James MEMORIAL
MPTA remembers our friend on 

Saturday, October 4, 2003 in the Ellington Room from 4-6 pm. (Not to be confused with an event honoring Eugene and the late Bo Steeley on Sunday, Sept. 21st on W. 65th St. hosted by another group).  
To avoid confusion please note: any printed communication from the MPTA will carry our letterhead / logo.  Flyers or bulletins of any kind will always have our name clearly displayed.  If you aren’t sure if the MPTA is the author of a posted or under-the-door flyer, please call us at (212) 330-9285 for confirmation.
Block Party Postponed until 9/20/03
We will be holding the 1st Annual MPTA Block Party/Sale on the advertised rain date.  Saturday Sept. 20 from 10-6pm.  Space assignments remain the same.  You may give or sell your space to another resident but they must keep the confirmation paper that was put under your door which indicates your name and space number.  If it rains on that day…we’ll try another date depending on what the majority of vendors prefer.
DOLLAR DRIVE A HUGE SUCCESS!!

As of this writing we have collected over 
$1100 for the legal fund…and still more coming in!!  MPTA intends to make this an annual drive specifically for the legal fund.  MP Residents have come through again!!!
BLACK OUT…THE GOOD AND BAD

At the upcoming meeting (Sept. 15) we will discuss the black out.  Truth be told, MPTA received very few complaints. We heard many wonderful stories of neighbors helping neighbors during an emergency.  Nonetheless, we will definitely be meeting with management with a list of complaints and suggestions that tenants feel should be addressed.  Most questions were about emergency lights.  Residents reported that we had some emergency lights in stairwells and halls for a few hours. These lights run on battery power which begins as soon as the regular power fails (which was 4pm).  MPTA checked with other buildings in the area (i.e., The Strand) who reported that they had no battery powered emergency lights at all.  One building in the area had its own emergency generator and thus had power.  All of this will be discussed at the upcoming meeting. The black out was a wake up call to us as tenants and as citizens.  We need to have a plan in place for all types of emergencies so we can take care of ourselves.  We will begin developing such a plan at the Sept. 15 meeting. So show up, vent, bitch…whatever…then let’s get to work on a solution. It would be smart to write a list of problems and suggestions to share with the group.  The discussion will take place AFTER the vote on dues increase and the introductory discussion re: protecting the legal fund (outlined in the last newsletter).
Enforce No Parking Zone In Front of 9th Ave Building Entrance   Prez Marisa Redanty is working with MP management, the Community Board and Dept. of Transportation to better enforce the “No Parking” yellow zone at the front entrance of the 9th Ave Building.  Our elderly and disabled residents (many in wheel chairs) using Access-A-Ride vans for transportation needs are being put in an unsafe situation. At present, cars are illegally parked at the “yellow curb” all day long forcing the vans to double park. Our residents must then try to board the vans in the middle of 43rd St. amidst oncoming traffic.  Hopefully we can resolve this potentially dangerous situation soon.
PLEASE READ…THIS IS IMPORTANT

Section 8 Vouchers in Jeopardy
 A note from the Prez.
Washington is at it again.  This was expected and reported for the last two years.  The New York Times ran an article on September 5, 2003 saying  that not enough money is being appropriated for Section 8 vouchers.  Thanks to the resident who emailed me the article. It’s posted on our website www.MPTenants.com.  The lack of appropriation of funds will probably result in a good number of Section 8 vouchers being cut altogether.   Manhattan Plaza being “project based” Section 8 will not likely be affected immediately BUT WE MUST PAY STRICT ATTENTION TO THIS DISTURBING DEVELOPMENT.  It may have a big effect on us down the road. It is too early to tell. After reading the article last week, I was in immediate contact with Jerry Nadler’s office both in New York and in Washington.  He had already jumped into action (as usual) in Washington and had some good results but it’s not over yet.  Nadler and Tenants & Neighbors will advise on the course of action, if any, we as tenants may need to take.   READ THE NEWSLETTERS & READ THE BULLETIN BOARD.  It’s up to you to stay informed. Don’t say “I didn’t know” or “I didn’t see the bulletin board.”  In the future, you may see a “Calling All Cars” email or posting.  That means something big is happening. Those words are your cue that you are needed to write, call or fax the official we’ve been advised can make a difference.  Folks, we have let politicians know (by the enormous response at the letter writing party in May) that we mean business and we are organized.  They do listen and they take us very seriously.  I’m sure you’re all aware that MP is a very large voting block.  This topic will be discussed more fully at the Sept. 15 General Membership meeting. I know your sick of hearing this stuff but I’m not crying wolf here. It’s not panic time. However, what is going on in Washington is very, very serious.  Stay tuned…




Marisa Redanty





“Proud” President, MPTA

Dues Increase Constitutional Amendment  VOTE TO BE TAKEN 9/15 MEETING.  BRING THIS WITH YOU TO THE MEETING.  In order to vote on a Constitutional Amendment, you must be a paid up member and have attended 3 meetings in the past year.  Bring your membership card and arrive at 7pm to check in for voting card distribution.
Article Presently reads:

2.12 Funds:  Dues shall be five dollars ($5.00) per calendar year for embers under sixty-five (65) years of age; members sixty-five years of age and over may pay two dollars and fifty cents ($2.50).  If further funds are needed by the MPTA they shall be raised by voluntary contributions and/or special performances or other projects.

 Amendment shall read (changes in bold):
2.12 Funds: Dues shall be ten dollars ($10.00) per calendar year for members under sixty-five (65) years of age; members sixty-five (65) years of age and older may pay five dollars ($5.00).  If further funds are needed by the MPTA they shall be raised by voluntary contributions and/or special performances or other projects.

Our Legal Fund is not presently mentioned in our constitution.  We will discuss language for the constitutional amendment at the 9/15 meeting.  The August Newsletter had suggested language for this amendment.  Please bring some written input of your own.         
                                           Ciao.
Next meeting


9/15/03


7:30 sharp!!


All residents


Welcome


7pm for voting check in





SEPTEMBER, 2003


Membership is over 330!! 











