(  Manhattan Plaza Tenants Association  (
“Making a Great Place to Live Even Better!”
Visit us at www.MPTenants.com  (  Email MPTenants@yahoo.com  ( Phone (212) 330-9285


Boy, did we get a lot done at the October Meeting!!

DUES INCREASE APPROVED
At the October meeting membership, by overwhelming majority (all present were in favor with one abstention), approved a constitutional amendment raising MPTA dues to $5 per senior (by the way that’s seniors 65 years and older) and all others $10 per individual.  This change will go into effect in January.  Membership envelopes will be put under your door and available in the lobby in late November or early December.
Discussions about the Blackout resulted in complaints and wonderful suggestions as to how to improve. MP Security/Maintenance was both applauded for their efforts while others had problems with what they felt was a lack of presence. All views were aired. Different perspectives were shared. After much debate, a new committee, dubbed the Safety Committee was formed. Chaired by VP Richard Dahlia, they have already met to investigate the re-establishment Floor Captains.  Many at the meeting felt that having someone with extra flashlights, a land line phone and other instructions on each floor is much needed tool for emergency situations like the blackout. It was agreed that we must start taking a more active role in caring for ourselves. The building can only do so much. You will be seeing a letter from this committee posted on your floor.  Please read and consider volunteering for this essential post.  Prez Marisa Redanty and Vice Prez Richard Dahlia will meet with management in the coming weeks to discuss how management and MPTA can coordinate our efforts in the event of future emergencies.  This approach is productive, smart and beneficial to all.
Thanks to our young adults and teens…

Members praised the incredible kindness and assistance of MP’s young adults and teens during the blackout. They checked on residents, helped people up the stairs in the dark and much, much more. Great job, guys.  In the past we have received complaints about our youth causing noise, rowdiness and such but at this meeting it was all gratitude and praise for your good work.  Keep it up!  MPTA would love to include more 18 year olds and younger in the Safety Committee (passing out flyers, etc.)  Anyone interested please contact MPTA by phone or email above. Youths participating will receive a letter commending their community service which can be used in college applications. 
CONGRESSMAN JERROLD NADLER VISITS 
The Congressman spoke and took questions at our October meeting (If you didn’t make it you missed a good meeting, folks!).  He covered the Patriot Act and its pitfalls, EPA’s misleading NYC residents (air quality after 9/11), Section 8 housing appropriations being threatened, etc. With regard to the Section 8 appropriations…or possible lack thereof, Prez Redanty has been in working with Nadler’s NY and Washington offices, Sen. Schumer, Sen. Clinton’s Washington offices as well as City Council member Alan Gershen’s office and Tenants & Neighbors since this issue surfaced. (The city council is introducing bills to protect both Mitchell Lama and Section 8 projects). The Senate may be voting on the appropriation of Section 8 funds as soon as mid November.  Both Senators Schumer and Clinton are extremely committed to get the needed funds.  Congressman Nadler has worked feverishly (as always) to ensure a favorable outcome and has spearheaded most of the progress so far. Stay tuned.   Mayor Bloomberg has introduced a very good bill addressing many new protections for Mitchell Lama and Section 8 projects.  The legislature (Albany) is in for another fight to pass this needed legislation but this time with our Mayor at the helm.  Who knew?  You go Mike!
(By the way…Tenants & Neighbors has been amazing in dealing all our housing issues.  They continue to be a useful resource and powerful housing advocates. MPTA appreciates all their work and assistance and encourages members to support this vital organization.) 
Dollar Drive and Block Party 

Both events were so successful we will do them each year.  However, block party requires volunteer/committee.  Next year will be great!
MPTA’S WISH LIST:
· Anyone good with websites?   We need your help…please!  We also need someone who can help with updates.
· Two file cabinets…2-drawer, letter size.  The tall ones won’t fit in our storage space. Anybody willing to donate?
· As always, some young people who would put up our notices on the bulletin boards on each floor or help put membership envelopes under doors.
ELECTION OF MPTA OFFICERS

January is not that far away.  Think about running for an office or a committee. If you really want to know how much work is involved, don’t hesitate to call (212) 330-9285 and we will be glad to fill you in.  It is not as much of a commitment as you think.  If we all do a little we can accomplish a lot!!

Ciao.
__________________________________________________________________________________
The following is suggested language for the constitutional amendment designed to protect the legal fund: 

The legal fund is hereby designated to be primarily used in the event of an opt-out by Manhattan Plaza from the HUD Section 8 or Mitchell-Lama
 programs.  However, since the Manhattan Plaza Tenants Association’s (MPTA) Executive Committee may need to seek legal counsel from time to time on other less dramatic issues or in case of a legal emergency, it may use only up to two thousand dollars ($2,000) within a six-month period without prior consent of the membership.  This usage must be reported in detail and approved at the next membership meeting which must take place within thirty days of the expenditure.  If further funds are needed, and there is no regular MPTA meeting scheduled, an emergency meeting of the membership must be held giving at least one week’s notice and must be posted in the lobby of both Manhattan Plaza towers.  At this meeting, the membership will discuss and decide by vote whether or not to permit the use of more funds.  At least thirty (30?) dues paying members must be present at this meeting.  In addition, to be eligible to vote, they must have attended at least three MPTA meetings within the past twelve (12) months and there must be a minimum of ---?--- such voting-eligible members present.  If, after the six-month period referred to above, the Executive Committee feels the need to seek legal consultation on an issue unrelated to the prior one, it may use an additional one thousand dollars ($1,000) without the prior consent of the membership but fulfilling the same conditions as stated above.  The legal fund is to be saved as much as possible for use in the event of an opt-out situation.

___________________________________________________________________________________
(The question mark and dashes indicate problem areas.  Input is needed by membership…look it over...give us your thoughts.  If you can’t make the meeting, drop a note in the suggestion box.)  
MPTA WOULD LIKE TO THANK MR. BIGGS FOR SPONSORING THIS MONTH’S NEWSLETTER.  After hearing of the loss of our donated printing, Scott Sternick, owner of Mr. Biggs, donated funds for the printing of this newsletter….Thanks Scott!!
NEXT MEETINGS


11/10/03, 12/8/03


7:30 SHARP!


ALL RESIDENTS


WELCOME




















