(  Manhattan Plaza Tenants Association  (
“Making a Great Place to Live Even Better!”
Visit us at www.MPTenants.com    (    Email MPTenants@yahoo.com    (    Phone (212) 330-9285

MARCH 2003 
Election Results

By an overwhelming majority the following were elected to the Executive Committee:  President, Marisa Redanty; Vice President, Richard “Woody” Dahlia; Treasurer, David Herwitz; Secretary, Chris MacLeod; Assistant Secretary, Roz Dunn.  Congratulations!  We look forward to a productive year.  And whata way to start:

MEMBERSHIP BOOM!!!

We have almost tripled our membership in less than one month!!  Thank you to and all those members who delivered envelopes.  It really paid off.  Also, some young adults came forward and helped out.  Chris Trapani, Amore Acosta (both just 16) and Danny Colon after reading our email request for young volunteers, stepped up and delivered almost 100 membership cards saving the Executive Committee lots of  time and back pain!  Thanks guys!!  How great that the young people of the MP show their support for the MPTA as well as their community.  If you ask me, it’s a sign of good parenting.  Anyone else interested?  Give us a call.  We always need volunteers…
RENT STABILIZATION LAWS…NO JOKE AND IT DOES EFFECT MANHATTAN PLAZA

Louise Sanchez To Attend MPTA’S March 10 Meeting.
We are pleased to announce that Louise Sanchez President of the National Alliance of Hud Tenants (NAHT) and Co Chair of the Mitchell-Lama Tenant Coalition, will be a guest speaker at our March General Membership Meeting.  The subject is Rent Stabilization Laws. Now don’t be scared… this is not about our subsidies…this is about Rent Stabilization Laws which are up for renewal in May and yes, IT DOES EFFECT MANHATTAN PLAZA.  In their present form these laws do NOT cover MP. IF there was an opt out in 2006 or 2011 our rents would shoot up to fair market. However, if the laws were expanded we WOULD be covered and our rents would be regulated.  WE NEED THIS SAFETY NET.  We have a chance to get this protection for our future.  This is a vital issue for the City of New York and for Manhattan Plaza.  Our complex alone can make a huge difference.  All of our performers unions are also involved in this fight.  We cannot afford to let this chance slip away.  May and June are the critical months.  In the meantime write to: Governor Pataki, Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver, Senate Majority Leader Joseph Bruno plus Assemlymembers Dick Gottfried, Scott Stringer and Senator Tom Duane.  Addresses and emails are provided on a separate list in the lobby and on our website www.MPTenants.com (new page “Hot Issues” Rent Stabilization)
In your letters/emails:
· Insist they vote to strengthen and expand Rent Stabilization Laws.  Strong letters are needed.
· Make clear this issue affects you and your family AND it will be a deciding factor in your voting decisions

· Vacancy decontrol must be eliminated

 There will be demonstrations in Albany and busses will be provided by various groups. On the new Rent Stabilization page on our website you’ll also find the testimony given by MPTA Prez Marisa Redanty as well as Micheal McKee (Tenants & Neighbors) before the NY State Assembly Committee on Affordable Housing Hearing. This organization is spearheading this issue with Countdown 2003. MPTA encourages residents to support them.  It is an excellent tenant advocacy group and an excellent resource. Write letters.  Stay current.  New York City residents have to face up to the fact that we MUST protect our own interests because no one else will. It’s New Yorkers for New York. Get revved up and show Albany that NYC is sick of taking the hit for the state budget crisis.  We are sick of affordable housing taking the hit.  Manhattan Plaza is not going to be next.
SAFETY SEMINAR…FINALLY!

We have coordinated The Red Cross, FDNY and our own Building Management to present a combined Seminar. Because of the recent fire in the 400 Bldg. the requests for this type of event increased. Topics include Fire Safety and the popular Red Cross “Preparing for the Unexpected” which covers evacuation, home emergency kits, what to do in case of fire and much, much more.  This is a very popular event. Reserve space now. 
· Saturday, March 29     2pm-5pm
· Ellington Room
· Reserve a seat by putting a note in the MPTA Suggestion Box (PRINT CLEARLY) include your name, phone and bldg/apt  (sorry, no email reservations)
· Bring pen and paper to take notes
· Event is FREE to all residents  (but we’d never turn down a small donation)
Any volunteers to help at this event?  

HEALTH COVERAGE THREATENED
Affinity Health Plan/Unicare

If you are among those MP residents who are currently covered by the Affinity Health Plan/Unicare Program (formerly Sure Access/Bronx Health Plan) you may be aware that the plan is likely to be terminated as of June 30.  If you have not been informed, or did not yet open your mailing you will find that you have been sent information about how to protest this and advocate continued funding for the plan.  The package enclosed sample letters (email Chris MacLeod at macle8@aol.com for a copy) and asked us to address them to our state legislators.  We should also call them.  If you have any questions the contact person for this action is Emeka Anunkor (914) 375-8392.  Our Assemblymember is Dick Gottfried. Address, phone and email are on the separate contact sheets in your lobby.
FUTURE EVENTS

We are scheduling a date in April for Sen. Tom Duane, Assemblymember Dick Gottfried and Assemblymember (Chair of the Cities Comm.) Scott Stringer for a town hall meeting at MP concerning Rent Stabilization.  They are usually up in Albany on Mondays, so it will be sometime during the week.  Sorry, we do TRY for Mondays.

Lots of letters to write.  Ciao.
	THE PRINTING STORE

	YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD CENTER FOR ALL YOUR OFFICE SUPPLY NEEDS

	For all of your printing, copy and office supply needs
Tel:  212-971-0270
	OPEN
SATURDAYS
10 AM – 4 PM
	Open 8:30 AM – 5:30 PM
Monday – Friday
Fax:  212-947-9794

	360 WEST 42ND STREET (EAST OF 9TH AVENUE)
THE BIG RED AWNING ON THE SOUTH SIDE OF THE STREET

	MENTION THIS AD FOR A 10% DISCOUNT


-------------------------------------------------------------detach here----------------------------------------------------------------
MANHATTAN PLAZA TENANTS ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIP FORM
 PRINT CLEARLY
Name:_______________________________________________  400/484 W. 43rd    Apt. #__________













(check one)

Phone:___________________________          Email_____________________        Sen. ($2.50) ____   Reg. ($5.00)____
Extra Donation:_____________                           Legal Fund Donation:_____________________

Total Enclosed:______________                          Checks payable to : Manhattan Plaza Tenants Association
Put this form with your check or money order in the MPTA Suggestion Box in you lobby.  Thanks!  

P.S.   We always need volunteers…leave a message on (212) 330-9285 or put a note in the Suggestion Box.

Meetings Are Open to ALL Residents








Next Meeting:


Mon. 3/10/03


7:30 pm sharp!











