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UPDATES, ELECTIONS, DUES…
Executive Committee gets results

As previously mentioned at the Nov. meeting, Senator Chuck Schumer has written letters to management and HPD on our behalf.  At the Jan. meeting these letters will be read to the membership.  We believe that the MPTA leadership has been on the path he advises and will continue to stay focused until this issue is resolved.

At a meeting with MPTA Executive Committee management has responded to some of the tenants’ objections to the previously proposed fingerprint system. As reported in the Washington Post Jan. 4,(washingtonpost.com search “fingerprints” the article is entitled “Someday Their Prints Will Come” )  management told us it is now looking at a system, which will not require any database to store finger print information. In other words, management will never have your fingerprint at all.  This alternative technology would keep the tenant’s fingerprint (actually an encrypted finger scan as we understand it) in the tenants’ possession...inside of the key card only.  Since MP nor the system would ever have your finger scan to begin with, there would be nothing to “hack” into, nothing to steal and nothing that could be “subpoenaed” from the system. Though tenants should be informed of this significant change it in no way resolves the issue.  This new development has not been presented in writing which is what MPTA strongly urges. 
The reason we decided to even include the topic in this newsletter was because of the reference to the system in the Washington Post.

 IT AIN’T OVER TIL IT’S OVER!
The MPTA Executive Committee is continuing discussions with management regarding the other problem areas such as: parking garage issues, health club access, etc.  And we do feel that management is very open to working with us to address these issues. But let us be clear, regarding this newer technology, management must document these changes directly to the tenants for their consideration. (FYI, the technology was first mentioned at the Tenants Association meeting of October 15 by a tenant.) The MPTA will continue to insist that further information be disseminated by management to the tenants. The sooner the better.  
DUES INCREASE TO BE DISCUSSED AND VOTED

At the next meeting (Jan. 13) we will have our 3rd discussion of the topic of raising dues to $10 per member ($3 per senior) and a vote will be taken at that time.  Dues have remained at $5 and $2.50 for at least 15 years. The cost of operations (printing, office supplies…life in general!) has gone up and a dues increase should be discussed and voted on.  

In light of this, the usual dues form has been omitted from this newsletter.  Those of you who have already paid dues will be contacted should the increase take place.  We will put forms for dues in the lobby and on the next newsletter with the correct amount listed.  This year we have received quite a few large donations from many tenants and we thank you.

ELECTIONS IN FEBRUARY              Officer elections for President, Vice President, Treasurer, Secretary and Assistant Secretary will take place at the February 10 General Membership meeting as stated by the resolution passed by membership.   PLEASE BRING YOUR MEMBERSHIP CARD TO THIS MEETING.  These cards may be used in determining your eligibility to vote.  As stated in our constitution, only members who have attended 3 meetings in the previous 12 months are eligible to vote in Officer Elections. Checking this information may take a bit more time than at past elections so we ask you to be patient.  Our membership has grown and more have been attending meetings…which is a good thing.  However, it may take more time to hand out valid voting cards. KEEP UP THE POSITIVE RE INVENTION OF THE MPTA.  WE’VE HAD A GREAT YEAR LET’S GO FOR A REPEAT!   PLEASE CONSIDER SERVING .

A NOTE FROM THE PRESIDENT…

I found myself between a rock and a hard place last week.  It wasn’t comfortable but I considered how MP residents would want me to represent them.  As you know, there has been increased media attention on MP re: the fingerprint system. An article in the Washington Post and most recently NBC’S THE TODAY SHOW was here at Manhattan Plaza (Jan. 7) conducting on-camera interviews with residents and others. As our position stated clearly, the MPTA Executive Committee has not and did NOT instigate or seek ANY press/media coverage.  However, because of the continuing attention and in the interest of fairness I agreed to make comments on camera.  The tenant’s legal voice should not be missing from this particular reporting. I have no way of knowing if or when it will air. I reiterate that at this stage I DO NOT feel that putting Manhattan Plaza in the spotlight is helpful or in any way constructive.  Unfortunately, it was unavoidable this time.  Others do not agree with the Tenant’s Association and it’s Executive Committee’s decision regarding press.  They will probably continue in this direction.  I guess, that is their right…no…it IS their right.  It’s too bad that we can’t agree, but that’s what makes America America.  Lord knows, I hope this will be the last time Manhattan Plaza is put out there under a microscope and the LAST time I have to be part of it.  

In an ideal world, it is my opinion the following may be part of a solution:
· NO TENANT SHOULD EVER BE REQUIRED TO GIVE HIS OR HER FINGERPRINT TO ENTER THEIR HOME
· NO TENANT SHOULD BE DENIED PARTICIPATION IN A SYSTEM THAT UTILIZES THEIR FINGERPRINT AS LONG AS THAT SYSTEM DOES NOT INFRINGE ON ANOTHER’S RIGHTS
          (ISN’T THAT WHAT FREEDOM IS?)

· NO TENANT SHOULD BE TREATED LIKE A SECOND CLASS CITIZEN
· ANY SYSTEM LIKE THIS MUST BE  REMAIN VOLUNTARY.  THIS AND ALL ASPECTS  MUST BE STATED IN WRITING
Sounds like a big challenge.  But, why not work on it? I believe it is sensible to have the discussion even if we discover that this plan or the next plan or the last plan isn’t appropriate. Fine.  We just have to think out side of the lines. Isn’t that what artists do? Isn’t that how Manhattan Plaza was created?  Again, isn’t that what FREEDOM is?  
Stick with the Tenants Association. We need you.

…Marisa Redanty  President. MPTA
AFTER THE HOLIDAYS…WHAT TO DO WITH ALL THOSE CARDS???   The wonderful cards that you receive CAN be used for teaching and creative purposes, if you send them to:  St. Jude’s Ranch for Children / 100 St. Jude’s Street / Boulder City, Nevada 89005
(Thanks to the tenant who submitted the above item)
	THE PRINTING STORE

	YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD CENTER FOR ALL YOUR OFFICE SUPPLY NEEDS

	For all of your printing, copy and office supply needs
Tel:  212-971-0270
	OPEN
SATURDAYS
10 AM – 4 PM
	Open 8:30 AM – 5:30 PM
Monday – Friday
Fax:  212-947-9794

	360 WEST 42ND STREET (EAST OF 9TH AVENUE)
THE BIG RED AWNING ON THE SOUTH SIDE OF THE STREET

	MENTION THIS AD FOR A 10% DISCOUNT


Meetings Are Open to ALL Residents








Next Meeting:


Mon. 1/13/03


7:30 pm sharp!











