(  Manhattan Plaza Tenants Association  (
“Making a Great Place to Live Even Better!”
Visit us at www.MPTenants.com    (    Email MPTenants@yahoo.com    (    Phone (212) 330-9285
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DECEMBER 2003 NEWSLETTER

ELECTIONS IN JANUARY

It’s that time again!  Executive Committee positions are open and we need folks to run (David Herwitz will not be running for Treasurer in 2004.  He has been fantastic and will remain active in other areas of MPTA).  Marisa Redanty will run for President. Other positions may be opening up as January approaches.

In the next year we have lots of work to do especially with new exciting legislation which will protect us in event of opt out and give us many more opportunities for self determination.  Your president needs to be available to go to Albany, meet with officials and coordinate our efforts.  The actions we took to support Congressman Nadler in getting the Section 8 Appropriations on the Federal level manifested in a great victory.  Your calls to Washington as requested in our email and Prez Redanty’s work on this vital issue paid off.  We’ve been told that more funds will be appropriated than expected! This was a long and difficult fight as we learned from Jerry Nadler.  The outcome is quite astounding. This has been credited to Nadler’s  incredible work and to grassroots actions from tenant associations like us, throughout the State of New York.  2004 will be a key year for a myriad of new housing legislation. MPTA must stay strong and well organized. With that in mind, please consider serving as an MPTA Executive Committee Member.  It’s time to do your part. The following is just some what the MPTA accomplished in 2003 with a skeleton crew:
2003 IN REVIEW…
 Two New Constitutional Amendments

· Dues are now $10 per member per year ($5 for Seniors age 65 and over)
· Legal Fund finally protected and newly dubbed  Legal/Opt Out Defense Fund
There is no longer any question that this fund is to be used primarily for opt out situations. It cannot be raided for other purposes (various legal issues are provided for in the amendment).  Thanks to Mimi Sherwin for her hard work.
Examples of MPTA’s Tangible Results:

MPTA worked with Community Board #4 in designating a 30 foot “No Parking” area at the entrance of the 400 building.   The Community Board voted unanimously to have this area designated for passenger pick up and drop off only correcting the dangerous situation which existed when disabled residents or seniors attempted to board Access A Ride, ambulances or even school busses.  Thank you to MP management (Richard Hunnings) for bringing this to our attention. This is a perfect example of the Tenants Assoc. working WITH management for the common good. The new signs will be up soon and finally correct this unsafe situation.  Earlier this year we also worked with CB #4 and  Dept. of Transportation in getting those loud, awful metal plates removed from 42nd and 10th Ave within 2 weeks instead of having them bang away for another 2 months!!
2003 MPTA Events included:

· Safety Seminar with Fire Dept., Red Cross & MP Management
· 1st Annual Block Party
· 1st Annual Dollar Drive (Legal/Opt Out Defense Fund) 
· Letter Writing Party (Rent Stabilization issue which resulted in 500 letters mailed to Albany)
· A wonderful memorial for Eugene James   also commissioned his portrait
Guests at MPTA Events/Meetings:
· Congressman Jerrold Nadler
· Assemblymember Scott Stringer
· Senator Tom Duane (at Block Party)

· Councilmember Christine Quinn (at letter writing party)
· Michael McKee (Tenants & Neighbors)

· Reps from the offices of: Christine Quinn, Richard Gottfried, Tom Duane, Jerrold Nadler, Scott Stringer 
· Neil Fabricant (Ind. Plaza Tenants Prez)

· Louise Sanchez (Mitchell Lama Resident Coalition and National Association of HUD Tenants)
What the MPTA has become
This past year your Tenants Association has tripled its membership…highest in a decade and raised more money than any year in recent memory.  The Legal/Opt Out Defense Fund was increased considerably. We’ve hosted more events than ever before.  We have been able resolve countless residents’ issues while keeping our meetings focused and on point. As mandated by membership, residents must do “their part” before involving the Tenants Association. No more domination of MPTA meetings by a single resident for their personal issues.  Our relationships with elected officials both state and federal, HPD, HUD, Community Board,  MP Management, other tenant organizations and tenant advocates are very, very strong.  It’s like night and day compared to past years.  These relationships are our best tool in warding off any threat be it governmental or opt out.
So, that’s the kind of Tenants Association you have.  If you want it to continue being a positive and productive force, you must get involved. That’s all there is to it.  Get off your butt and decide what you can do.  Here’s the deal…if you become an Executive Committee Member your expected commitment would be maybe 1 HOUR PER WEEK! Serving on a committee or being a “Floor Volunteer” would mean 1 HOUR PER MONTH at most.  Call (212) 330-9285 or email us and find out how you can serve.  Remember, if we all do just a LITTLE, we can accomplish a lot. Look at it this way, serving on the Executive Committee is an investment in your own future.  
OK..On to other topics…
The Fingerprinting Thing
President Marisa Redanty has called HPD each and every week since the issue began to see if management has submitted an alternate proposal.  As of this writing, nothing new has been submitted to HPD.
Membership Drive  
You will be receiving an MPTA membership envelope under your door.  RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP OR JOIN THE MPTA IN 2004.  By the way…we only accept memberships one year at a time. You may say, “What do I get out of it?”  “Any perks?” Well, for example, members of the MPTA will get first dibs on Block Party Table request forms in the spring. You’ll get the facts about any issue we face…don’t depend on rumor for news.  Joining is just the right thing to do.

Website and Email list

As we have grown we need a better way to send group emails…we will be forming a new email group and we’ll let you know about the process.  (P.S. Your information is NEVER given to anyone.)  We are also updating our website and it should be finished very soon.

Floor Volunteers (formerly “captains”)
We’re still working on it…you’ll see more notices on the bulletin board on your floor.  We’ve had a good response but we need to get more floors involved.  After much discussion with many residents, the Exec Committee has come to the conclusion that this tool is absolutely necessary in disseminating important information to you and for better coordination during emergencies like the blackout.  
Let’s help Tenants & Neighbors

In the lobby on the mail tables you will find membership forms for Tenants & Neighbors with postage free envelopes.  I urge residents to make a donation or become a member.  MP needs this organization for future lobbying.  They have always been of great assistance to Manhattan Plaza. Unfortunately, cuts in grants have resulted in major staff reduction of their staff.  I know it’s the time of year when everybody hits you up for money …but this is a very important organization. They are one of the only tenant advocacy groups with real influence. I ask you to consider this request.  Thank you….

          Marisa Redanty, “Proud” President, MPTA
Don’t throw out Holiday Cards. Send ‘em to:
St. Jude’s Ranch for Children
100 St. Jude’s Street

Boulder City, Nevada  89005    

(Cards are utilized in art projects)

Merry Christmas, Happy Kwanzaa, Happy Chanukah, Feliz Navidad, Happy New Year

Ciao!

Meetings Are Open to ALL Residents








Next Meeting:


Mon. 1/12/04


7:30 pm sharp!











