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June Meeting   Over 85 packed the room (another great turnout) and listened to our guest, Neil Fabricant (Prez Independence Plaza Ten. Assoc.) as he spoke about the Mitchell Lama opt out occurring at his building. Scary.  His advice for MP was “Build your Legal Fund and  build your Tenants Association.” Listen folks, we are NOT in the same position as other Mitchell Lamas in the City. We have many more Sect. 8 subsidies (which will be the problem for us if there is an opt out in 2006).  WE ARE IN NO DANGER AT THIS TIME!!!  Did you hear that?  Do not panic.  Look at it this way, during the heightened terrorist alerts, we all went out and bought water, flashlights, batteries, etc.  BUT we didn’t walk outside wearing a crash helmet!!! Right? But given the tone in Washington and budget realities, we need to pay attention. We must be smart. We continue to BUILD THE LEGAL FUND AND EXPAND THE TENANTS ASSOCIATION! Our goal is to continue to become a very powerful, functional organization with more participation by tenants.  It’s a no-brainer. (We need to establish permanent committees, etc).  Prez Redanty recently met with Assembly Member Vito Lopez (Chairman, NY State Assembly Housing Committee).  He told her that what MPTA is doing is exactly right.  Strengthen and expand the MPTA and keep building the Legal Fund.  So, with that in mind…
· 1ST ANNUAL MPTA DOLLAR DRIVE
By now most of you have received an envelope under your door asking to put a ‘buck’ (or 2) in the envelope and drop it in the MPTA box in your building.  It’s quick.  It’s easy.  Monies raised will go DIRECTLY to the Legal Fund. Each year the fund grows and grows...no fuss, no muss.  
· MPTA BLOCK PARTY/FLEA MARKET
Sat. Sept. 13 (Rain date Sat. Sept. 20) 10-6     On and around the MP Outdoor Park on 43rd  between 9th & 10th Ave
Only residents can purchase space but all are welcome to join in the festivities.  Applications will be available in the lobbies of both buildings on the mail tables later in August.  PAY ATTENTION TO THE BULLETIN BOARDS for more info.  This event can be more than special.  It requires more involvement from TENANTS.  MPTA is already working with some terrific volunteers that will:

* Organize and run a raffle ($1)  which offer great prizes i.e., 10 free video rentals, free massage, dinner for two’s, gift certificates to area stores, and much, much more.  
 *Acquire the permit so that there is No Parking on the South side of 43rd on the day of the event.  

* Supply and fill a $1 “grab bag” basket with donated items from each seller participating in the flea market.
 *Collect and process applications, assign spaces for sellers, organize as well as supply everything from flyer promotion, designation of space, & coordination during set-up through closing. That’s our end. 
Next is what we WANT to do and what we NEED to make it happen.
The following stuff is POSSIBLE WITH YOUR HELP:

We want to have: Face Painting for Children

We NEED: A couple of people (Moms?) to work shifts to collect the money (goes to MPTA). We need a face painter who will either donate services and paints or do it for a small fee.

If we don’t get some volunteers for these tasks…we will be unable to have face painting for the kids.  

We want to have:  Doggie Costume Contest ($25 gift certificate to SPOILED BRATS is first prize).
We NEED:  Someone to take charge of the applications for the pooches, give out contestant numbers the day of event and coordinate with MPTA 
in getting a couple of judges.  (Maybe a public official? It could happen.  How funny would that be!) We should have at least 6-10 dogs to participate. If we don’t get the volunteer…we will be unable to do this contest.  

We would love to have:  Musicians (acoustic guitar, harmonica, accordion, maybe singers) who would like to just sit out there and play for a while.  Best to do it in shifts.  We would need someone to coordinate that.  It would be lovely.  If we get no volunteer…you know the rest…no tickie no washy.
Anyone wanna help?  Drop a note w/contact info in the MPTA box and be sure to clearly mark ‘BLOCK PARTY’ on your note or envelope.
MPTA’S BLOCK PARTY will be an annual event and next year we can use the whole block!!  This is yet another way to increase member participation, raise money for the Legal Fund and our operating expenses (which will be much higher next year because we lost the PRINTING STORE.  They provided newsletters at no cost to MPTA for 20 years).  
In addition, and as discussed at past meetings, we MUST raise dues next year.  The following is the wording for the… 

CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT to be voted on at the next MPTA General Membership Meeting 9/15/03

Present language in Constitution: 
2.12 Funds:  Dues shall be five dollars ($5.00) per calendar year for members under sixty-five (65) years of age; members sixty-five (65) years of age and over may pay two dollars and fifty cents ($2.50).  If further funds are needed by the MPTA they shall be raised by voluntary contributions and/or special performances or other projects.
Proposed Amendment: (changes are in italics)
2.12 Funds:  Dues shall be ten dollars ($10) per calendar year for members under sixty-five (65) years of age; members sixty-five (65) years of age and over may pay five dollars ($5.00).  If further funds are needed by the MPTA, they shall be raised by voluntary contributions and/or special performances or other projects.

Given that the MPTA HAS OVER 300 MEMBERS (Yippee!!!), and has more events/informational seminars for you the tenants, it is obvious that our operating costs should grow.  Signs of success!!!
LEGAL FUND PROTECTION   We need to protect the use of our legal fund for the future.  A new article in our Constitution is required.  

Constitutional Amendment   There is presently no reference to the legal fund in our Constitution. It has been referenced in previous newsletters throughout the years. It is clear that in the past the fund became earmarked to be used for possible opt out, however, it was never put into our Constitution.  Therefore, it is time to put some limitations on its use without tying the hands of the Executive Committee for payment of lawyers for other reasons.
Proposed language… to be discussed:
The legal fund is hereby designated to be primarily used in the event an opt out of Manhattan Plaza from Section 8 or Mitchell Lama.  However, since the Executive Committee may need to seek legal counsel from time to time on other less dramatic issues, or in case of a legal emergency, they may use only up to two thousand dollars ($2000) without prior consent of the membership. This usage must be reported in detail and approved at the next membership meeting. If any more funds are needed and there is not a regular MPTA meeting scheduled, an emergency meeting of the membership must be held with at least one week’s notice and should be posted in each lobby.  At this meeting, the membership shall discuss decide by vote whether to approve or disapprove the use of more funds.  At least 30 dues paying members must be present.  The Executive Committee may not use more than two thousand dollars ($2000) in a six month period without approval of the membership.  The legal fund is to be saved as much as possible for use in the event of an opt out situation.
The above language is simply a “first pass” and should be discussed at the September 15 meeting.

Eugene James Memorial in early October  Thanks to all of those wonderful members, who showed up, donated and bought items at the W44th St. Garage Sale.  Over $200 for Eugene’s portrait was raised!  MPTA will host a memorial in early October.  Check the bulletin boards in your lobby for announcements.    

NEXT MEETING IS SEPT. 15 (NOT OUR USUAL 2ND MONDAY).  Bring membership cards so you can vote on Dues Increase Amendment.
Phew!! This was a long one.  Ciao!

Meetings Are Open to ALL Residents
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Mon. 9/15/03


7:30 pm sharp!











