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APRIL 2003
Rent Stabilization Issue Looms             OK folks.  We have a unique, once in a lifetime opportunity to make a difference in this critical legislation.  We can shape our future.  It means being active and motivated. Since our last newsletter, the State Assembly has passed a bill that would provide rent stabilization protection for buildings like MP who were occupied AFTER 1974. WE HAVE NEVER HAD THIS PROTECTION IN THE PAST THOUGH WE HAVE TRIED.  Here’s the rub.  The State Senate now has to pass the bill.  Our worry is that the Senate may ‘tinker’ with the bill and may leave out or bargain away this portion of the bill.  MANHATTAN PLAZA CAN MAKE A HUGE DIFFERENCE.  You MUST write the folks in Albany (Pataki, Bruno, Silver) a STRONG letter insisting this provision remain in the bill as is.  The upstate State Senators (mostly Republican) are key players. Prez Marisa Redanty recommends an additional tactic.  If you have any relatives or friends who reside in upstate New York, contact them and explain that we need their help.  Have them write as a constituent to their State Senators and urge strongly that those Senators keep rent stabilization protection for post 1974 buildings in tact as the State Assembly has passed.  Many have expressed a bit of confusion regarding this issue.  To clarify:  THIS HAS NOTHING TO DO WITH THE SUBSIDIES.  THIS PROTECTION WOULD BE A SAFETY NET IN THE EVENT THAT OUR LANDLORDS SHOULD CHOOSE TO OPT OUT OF THE PRESENT PROGRAM.  WE ARE NOT SAYING THEY WILL OPT OUT.  However, the tone in Washington, the state of the economy and other factors dictates that we not allow this opportunity to slip by.  We won’t get a second chance.

Sen. Duane, Assembly Members Gottfried and Stringer Slated to Speak at MP re: Rent Stabilization After much futzing with schedules, MPTA has been 
able to secure a date (Friday, April 25) that would allow all three of these representatives to do a joint forum about this issue.  The purpose to explain, answer questions and motivate tenants to write letters and commit to a bus trip to Albany on May 13 for the “Showdown 2003” Day of Lobbying.  We are thrilled to host this important event.  MPTA is scheduling other electeds to speak about this in the near future (i.e. Nadler, Quinn) here at MP.  Again, we can’t stress enough that MANHATTAN PLAZA alone can make a HUGE difference.  Our goal is to get over 1,000 residents to write those dang letters.  For more info go to the website (www.MPTenants.com) or give us a call (212) 330-9285

Section 8 Leases… Somehow, by the luck of the Italian, MPTA already had scheduled Louise Sanchez (Prez National Alliance of HUD Tenants, Co Chair of Mitchell Lama Resident Coalition) to speak on Rent Stabilization issues at our recent March meeting.  The Friday before that meeting, residents found envelopes outside their doors containing the leases with signing requirements that were quite strict and ominous.  Louise Sanchez is one of the strongest tenant advocates in the country.   She has testified before the U.S. Senate and Congress on these issues.  Utilizing her insight as well as Tenants And Neighbors we were able to find out that the leases, though disturbing at first glance, were in fact already in the works more than two years ago for ALL Section 8 buildings by HUD and NOT by MP Management.  Also, with the fabulous assistance of resident Mike Freeman we were able to confirm where the language originated at HUD.  Ms. Sanchez explained that she saw no alarming sections in the leases and told tenants (by the way it was standing room only) that they should not worry about signing them.  We want to thank Ms. Sanchez for her prompt assistance and her energies on our behalf.  And another thanks to Mike.  That’s what a Tenants Association is…TENANTS helping each other.
FINGERPRINTING

We haven’t forgotten about this.  Since the beginning of this issue (November) in addition to multiple other communications,  Marisa Redanty has been calling HPD and Management WEEKLY…every single Monday morning rain or shine…to get information.  (Basically, the call begins with, “Has any proposal been submitted?”) To date, NOTHING has been submitted to HPD or anyone else. No changes.  It’s still on hold. Stay tuned.  We’re on it.
MEMBERSHIP BOOM CONTINUES!!!

We have almost tripled our membership in just 4 months.  It’s unprecedented for the MPTA.  Here’s the deal.  The more members we have, the more important we are to the powers that be and elected officials.  So, let’s take our power back and be a force to be dealt with on all fronts.  Without your participation we have no voice and no validity.  So let’s keep those checks and forms comin’ in!
Also, we have a very small number of people (2) making out the hundreds of membership cards and delivering them to your door…some of our members have helped in the first go ‘round BUT WE NEED MORE HELP!! Again, any teens or young adults are welcome to assist their community by delivering the cards. On that note we give a huge thanks to 16 year old Chris Trapani for stepping up and helping us out.  Anyone else?  You get some free cookies for your work and lots of appreciation.

BIKE RACKS     Don’t know if we can get them back but Prez Marisa Redanty will bring it up to management for those residents who depend on their bikes for transportation.  A SMALLER bike rack maybe at the wall of the building could be considered.  If you have a desire for this to be presented to management drop us a note or an email so we can get a count of how many of you are affected.
	THE PRINTING STORE

	YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD CENTER FOR ALL YOUR OFFICE SUPPLY NEEDS

	For all of your printing, copy and office supply needs
Tel:  212-971-0270
	OPEN
SATURDAYS
10 AM – 4 PM
	Open 8:30 AM – 5:30 PM
Monday – Friday
Fax:  212-947-9794

	360 WEST 42ND STREET (EAST OF 9TH AVENUE)
THE BIG RED AWNING ON THE SOUTH SIDE OF THE STREET

	MENTION THIS AD FOR A 10% DISCOUNT


MPTA MEMBERSHIP REQUEST:   PRINT CLEARLY!!          Place completed form w/check made out to                                            Manhattan Plaza Tenants Association in MPTA SUGGESTION BOX IN YOUR LOBBY








            (circle your  bldg.)
Name:_________________________________________400/484 W. 43rd St.   Apt. #__________

Senior ($2.50)____    Regular ($5.00)___  Legal Fund Donation_______ other Donation________
Total Amt. enclosed_________     Phone:_____________ Email_________________________
Your information is NEVER shared and is kept confidential at all times.

Meetings Are Open to ALL Residents








Next Meeting:


Mon. 4/14/03


7:30 pm sharp!











