(  Manhattan Plaza Tenants Association  (
“Making a Great Place to Live Even Better!”
Visit us at www.MPTenants.com    (    Email MPTenants@yahoo.com    (    Phone (212) 330-9285
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THE PRINTING STORE

YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD CENTER FOR ALL YOUR OFFICE SUPPLY NEEDS

For all of your printing, copy OPEN Open 8:30 AM —5:30 PM
and office supply needs SATURDAYS Monday — Friday
Tel: 212-971-0270 10 AM - 4 PM Fax: 212-947-9794

360 WEST 42nd STREET (EAST of 9th AVENUE)
THE BIG RED AWNING ON THE SOUTH SIDE OF THE STREET

MENTION THIS AD FOR A 10% DISCOUNT

- PLELSE CUT HERE

MPTA MEMBERSHIP FORM

Make checks payable to: Manhattan Plaza Tenants Association.
BE SURE TO INCLUDE YOUR PHONE NUMBER!! PUT IN LOBBY SUGGESTION BOX.

NAME:
ADDRESS W43 S APT# PHONE, e-mail,
2002 ANNUAL DUES: Senior §2.50 Individual §5.00 Extra Donations,
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VERY IMPORTANT … THIS IS A “MUST READ” NEWSLETTER!! 

 AFFECTS ALL TENANTS
At our last general meeting, Bruce Harrison presented a new access/security plan which will incorporate the use of tenants’ fingerprints.  However, he assured tenants that participation is not mandatory.

Mr. Harrison also went over this plan at the Safety Seminar a few months ago.  MPTA wrote about the plan in the last newsletter and posted it on our website (www.MPTenants.com).  This was the beginning of an ongoing process to inform you, the residents, of the details of these proposed changes and to get your opinion and feedback.  We have decided that because of the importance of this issue to devote our next membership meeting entirely to this topic.  This subject has sparked many discussions and concerns.  Therefore, the following offices are planning to send representatives to the meeting on Tuesday, October 15th to answer questions and join in further discussion:

· Assemblyman Richard Gottfried
· State Senator Tom Duane
· Councilmember Christine Quinn
In addition, MPTA will be issuing a very important survey to gauge your response and opinion.  We are doing everything we can to let you know about the possible changes and get a sense of how you feel.  If you want to be fully informed and be part of the discussion … attend the meeting and take part in the survey.  This is your opportunity to be heard.

HPD (a supervising agency of MP) is listening.  In reaching its decision whether or not to approve this contract, HPD will seriously consider the opinion of the tenants and the tenants association.

This has been a huge undertaking by the MPTA and we need your input.  

In an effort to give a complete overview, the following represents questions and concerns raised in meetings which included the MPTA Board, tenants, public officials’ representatives as well as building management. 

How does this system work?

First of all, it requires an electronic scan of your index finger.  A fingerprint.  To enter the building residents would scan their key card as usual and then place the index finger on a reader next to the card scanner.  A proper match would allow the door or turnstile to open.  As with the present key card, the photo of the resident will appear on the access desk computer.  The system enables the guard to know that the keycard belongs to the individual using it.

Will my fingerprint be visible on the key card?

No.

Will the fingerprint be an ink print?

No.  It will be a scan by computer.

What if I do not want to supply my fingerprint?  I just don’t like the idea of giving a fingerprint.

You don’t have to participate.  The program is not mandatory.

What about my personal information?
The fingerprint will only be used in the access desk computers.  It will not be linked to the main office information in any way.  The print will be linked to the number on the keycard in the access desk computer.

Will the fingerprint be given to other agencies?

No.  The scans of the fingerprints will be stored in a location separate from personal records and will be kept as private information. 

How will I enter the building should I choose not to participate?

Those who choose not to participate must go to the access desk whenever entering the building and scan their card.  The guard will then check the photo which appears on the computer so they can be sure that the card, in fact, belongs to you.  Then the guard will buzz you in.  This is much the same way in which one shows the membership card to enter the health club.  However, during busy times of day this procedure could cause a delay in entering the building.

What about the parking garage?


A fingerprint/key card scan will also be installed at the doors from the parking garage into the building.  Those who take part in the fingerprint system will have access as usual.  Those who do not wish to use this system will have to walk around to the access desk in the lobby to enter the building.

What is the reason for considering this particular system?

· Because of the events of 9/11, security issues have become a priority.  Terrorist threats have been made involving high-rise residential buildings especially those near midtown, Times Square, landmarks, bridges and tunnels.  Manhattan Plaza, being a high rise near Times Square and the Lincoln Tunnel, falls into several of these targeted categories.  Some months ago, Federal agencies met with landlords in Manhattan and urged them to re-assess all security systems to be sure of who is entering and living in their buildings.  

· This would also offer building management an opportunity to eliminate illegal subletting and unregistered guests.

· This system offered the easiest, most efficient and least time consuming way of gathering this information. 

The above is a compilation of conversations and information provided by management, public officials’ offices and tenants. It is not meant include exact quotes but is a way of presenting the whole issue to you the tenant in a comprehensive manner.

MPTA WILL BE MAILING A SURVEY TO EACH APARTMENT SOON AFTER THE OCTOBER 15TH MEETING.  LOOK FOR THIS MAILING.  HAVE YOUR OPINION COUNTED BY RETURNING IT TO THE MPTA BOX IN YOUR LOBBY. 

THIS IS THE WAY TO BE HEARD.  IT’S REAL SIMPLE.   IF YOU DON’T TAKE PART, YOU WON’T BE HEARD.  YOUR TENANTS ASSOCIATION WAS CREATED TO DEAL WITH ISSUES LIKE THIS.  

Meetings Are Open to�ALL�Residents








Next Meeting:


Tuesday�10/15/02


7:30 pm sharp!








